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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed
and nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee at Tucson Reid Park Doubl etree, 445 South
Al ver non Way, Tucson, Arizona, comrencing at 9:00 a.m on

January 13, 2026.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe you were about to
call your second panel.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnman, | am
calling ny second panel. This panel, just to rem nd the
commttee, i s conposed of Isaac Phillips, Colin Agner,
and Ms. Cara Bellavia is newto the panel, so we'l|
i ntroduce her. Ms. -- actually, let's swear had her in.

CHWN STAFFORD: | was just going to say
that. All right.

(Cara Bellavia was duly affirnmed by the

Chai rman.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.
/1
/1
/1
/1
/1
/Il
/1
/1
/1
/1
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| SAAC PHI LLI PS, DOUG PATTERSQON, COLI N AGNER, and CARA
BELLAVI A,
call ed as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY M5, GRABEL:
Q Ms. Bell avia, please state your nane and
busi ness address for the record.
A (MS. BELLAVI A) Sure.
My nane is Cara Bellavia. |'man enployee Gid
United. Qur business address is 712 Main Street,
Sui te 2500, Houston, Texas 77002.
Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?
A (M5. BELLAVIA) | work for Gid United, and I'm a
senior director of environnental for Gid United and the
environnental |ead for Southline.
Q And what is your role in this matter?
A (M5. BELLAVI A) Environnmental |ead for Southline.
Apol ogi es.
Q And if you could please turn to SL-4, which is
the testinony summary of Cara Bell avi a.
A (MS. BELLAVI A) Yes.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Q WAs SL-4 prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A. (MB. BELLAVI A) Yes.

Q Are the contents of SL-4 true and correct to the
best of your know edge?

A (MS. BELLAVI A) Yes.

Q And do you have any changes you woul d nake to

A. (MB. BELLAVIA) | do not.
Q Thank you.
Pl ease go ahead and tell us about yourself.
A (MS. BELLAVI A) Great.
As stated, ny nane is Cara Bellavia. | have a
bachelor's of arts in anthropol ogy and a master's of
ur ban and environnmental planning, both fromArizona State
Uni versity. As | noted, I'ma senior director of
environnental for Gid United. | have, unbelievably,
al nost 30 years of environnental consulting experience in
Ari zona and the Sout hwest in general. | have managed or
partici pated on hundreds environnental permtting
processes, either managed or contributed as an expert.
| was the original project nmanager for the
Sout hl'i ne Environnental |npact Statenment in a previous
life as a consultant. So | was the project manager on
the EI'S from 2011 to 2016. And then | was al so the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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proj ect manager for case 173, the original CEC for this
project, and the subsequent anendnent in 2020 for Vail to
Tortolita, so | have been on this project a while.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Can you get a
little closer to the mcrophone, please?
MS. BELLAVI A:  You bet.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
MS. BELLAVIA: That's ny background. Do we
want to go over anything else or any questions?
BY M5. GRABEL:
Q Pl ease continue with your presentation
A (MS. BELLAVI A) Great.
Q Thank you.
A (Ms. BELLAVIA) Ckay. Can you hear ne okay? |I'm
alittle closer to the mc.
CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.
MS. BELLAVIA: Mre? ay. Geat. Ckay.
So between nyself, M. Agner, and
M. Phillips, we'll review the analysis as in the
application of the environnental factors. The
application itself was -- does rely, to sonme degree, on
the analysis in the EIS that was finalized in 2015, but
in general, the actual application anendnent is a
refreshed and updated anal ysis done in 2025, and that is
what you see in SL-1. So when we are tal ki ng about nost

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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of these environnental factors, you'll hear contenporary
i nformati on.
"1l cover |land use and recreation, as in

Exhibits A, B, H and F, also cultural resources as an

Exhibit E. M. Agner will cover biological resources and
visual resources -- excuse ne -- as in Exhibit C D, E,
and G and then M. Phillips wll cover noise and

interference as Exhibit I.

One thing | wanted to nention, in the
application and in our conversation today or testinony,
at tines we'll refer to the study area, which in general
is one mle around the corridor, except for cultural
resources, it's slightly smaller. But we'll make sure
we're clear when we're tal ki ng about study area versus
corridor. So | just wanted to kind of make that note
bef ore we head into this discussion.

| think I'm good. Excuse ne.

| -- we have sone information here in the
next few slides about |and jurisdiction and ownership. A
lot of this you mght recall fromour not one but two
tours yesterday, so | mght not spend a ton of tine on
some of the existing |land use information, however, if

you would like me to stop and cover any of those details,

| wll, but just since | think we got a pretty good | ook
yesterday I'lIl try to keep it focused.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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We have three jurisdictions that the
corridor is wthin, unincorporated Cochi se County,
uni ncor porated Pima County, and then within the city
limts of Benson and Tucson. | think the -- about
50 percent of the project is in Cochise County and the
rest in Pima, so really kind of half and half.

M. Phillips touched on sone of this a
couple tines yesterday wwth regard to | and ownershi p.
Arizona State Trust Land is npost of the project area or
dom nates at 57.3 percent. That's about 33 mles of the
57-mle corridor. And then the rest, you can see here,
private |land and then sone snall pockets of Pima
County-owned | and, the Coronado National Forest segnent
and the BLM segnent. That's for the corridor itself, for
the study area it's consistent with those -- those | and
owner shi p, | and nanagers, again, private, BLM Forest
Service, et cetera.

On slide 78 on the screen on the right, |
just want to draw your attention to, this is just the
first of a 29-page map set that is in SL-1 as Exhibit
A-1. And this exhibit in these series of naps show t he

| and ownership in nore detail across the route, if you're

i nt er est ed.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER LI TTLE: (No audi bl e response.)

THE REPORTER: She's on nute. Can't hear
her .

CHWN STAFFORD: You're on nute, Menber
Little, you bunped your m crophone or sonething.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Apologies. |'mcurious

what the |little cross area is in that circle of the

railroad. What -- what is going to be the center |ine?
What is going to be the actual line that's going to be
built?

MS. BELLAVIA: She's asking --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, thank you.

MS. BELLAVI A: She's asking about the --

MR PHI LLIPS: Yeah, | can answer that
question. So this is the point at which the WAPA 230
circuit termnates into the Apache Substation, and the
345 circuit from Southline continues on into New Mexi co.
So what you're seeing here is one circuit separating --
the two circuits separating at the individual poles. One
termnating into the substation, which is the one that
goes up and over. And then the one that cuts immedi ately
south will actually connect to the 345 new build CEC
corridor and continue onward.

And that's in coordination with the
AEPCO -- wth AEPCO, who owns this whole parcel, and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 195

we're getting final kind of approval fromthem on that
exact configuration, because it's within their coal plant
parcel, so we're working around their existing
infrastructure, but the two -- the end of the WAPA
corridor is here, and then fromthe little leg that kind
of ends will continue on to the new build CEC corridor.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MS. BELLAVIA: Ckay. Any other questions?

(No response.)

MS. BELLAVIA: Geat. Again, | won't spend
a ton of tinme here because | think you got a good view of
this yesterday on our tours, but as you nmay recall,
wthin the one-mle study area and in the CEC corridor,
it's long stretches of sort of rural, undevel oped areas,
and then sone pockets of residential, a few urban areas,
such as Benson, and then sone of that existing
infrastructure, i.e., the other existing high-voltage
lines, gas lines, et cetera.

One thing | wanted to note here, this was a
correction we actually nmade yesterday to Davis from David
Dam but this is a bit of history of the line -- the
exi sting WAPA line itself that we're tal ki ng about
upgrading, is that it was built by Reclamation as part of
the Davis Dam Project in the 19- -- in 1950, and
connected to the existing system

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Oiginally it only extended about 80 mles
and then was expanded to Apache Substation in 1964. But
the transmission line itself cane under WAPA's control in
1977. |1 always find that just kind of an interesting
tidbit about this line we're tal ki ng about being so
dated, so --

And then here on slide 80 on the screen on
the right, simlar to Exhibit A-1, this is Exhibit A-2,
as in Exhibit SL-1, the anendnent application. And here
again, there is the first, |I think this one is 28 pages,
showi ng sonme of the existing |and uses, and that's based
on the National Lands Cover Database, NLCD is the
acronym and so that's kind of show ng sone of those
exi sting uses based on nodeling and sone ot her
phot ogramretry. So, again, if you would like to refer to
any of those maps in detail, they're Exhibit A-1 to the
appl i cation.

So nove on to the next one, Colin. Thank
you.

In terns of planned | and uses, there are
four plans that kind of oversee strategic future | and use
in this area, one is the Cochise County Conprehensive
Pl an, the other Pinma County Conprehensive Plan, then two
general plans for the cities, Cty of Benson and City of
Tucson. Again, these plans provide kind of strategic

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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future | and use goals for these areas and, in general,
obvi ously these plans were dated and devel oped, rather,
after the existing WAPA |ine was built. And in our
review of those, their future | and uses are considering
the existing line in their plans.

Simlarly, on slide 82, the screen on the
right, this is Exhibit A-3 of the application SL-1, and
again, you can see here this -- this is a map set, this
one, 29 pages. This is the easternnost end of the Apache
Substation. And here you can see, again, if you'd like
some of the details on those planned | and uses as in
those plans, they're detailed in this map set. And this
Is an exanple here where the whole area is categorized as
rural, however, you can see the existing Apache
Substation is there, the infrastructure, et cetera, and
then the line we would |like to upgrade.

The general kind of categories that you
m ght see in terns of the planned |and uses in this area
are, again, rural, no surprise considering our review
yesterday, a small nei ghborhood conservation area in
Cochi se County, sone agriculture green space, |owdensity
residential in the city of Benson, the
muni ci pal /institutional, | believe that's the golf
course. The environnental sensitive -- the
environnentally sensitive area here you see for the city

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 198

of Benson is an overlay of the San Pedro River.

In Pima County, simlar, you have rural,
resource sensitive, and resource conservati on areas, and
then industrial on the west end of the Pinma County
portion of the line and urban industrial in the city of
Tucson limts.

In addition to review ng the conprehensive
and general plans that | just nentioned, we also sent a
letter to about 90 different jurisdictions and
st akehol ders requesting i nfornmati on about existing and
pl anned uses, essentially requesting information that
m ght not be clear fromtheir general plans or
compr ehensive plans. Fromthose 90 different letters
that we sent out, those were sent on Cctober 3rd -- an
exanple of that letter, by the way, is on slide 84 on the
right and also in Exhibit H of the application.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you have a

question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, M. Chairman, thank
you.

l"'m-- I"'msorry, I'"'mlagging a little
behi nd here, but | do have sone questions about -- about

t he maps that show | and ownership and sone devi ation from
t he WAPA center line at Adans Substation, and then al so
the next map over. |'mlooking at pages 9 and 10 of 29

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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in the and ownership maps. | don't know if that hel ps
you to know where |I'm at here or --

CHWN STAFFORD: Is that to the -- is that
to the application?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, in the application.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR AGNER. G ve us one second, Menber
Little. W're flipping to those pages on our side.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR PH LLIPS: So on page 9 of 29, at the
Adans Tap Substation, what's being depicted is the
separation of the 230 and 345 circuit. So, as nentioned
yesterday in the route tour, the Adans Tap Substation is
an existing tap on the 115 line that serves the Dougl as,
Ari zona | oad pocket. The 230 upgrade will connect into
t hat Adans Tap Substation, but the 345 circuit on the
upgraded line will not. And so what's being depicted is
the 230 circuit dropping into that tap and the 345
progressing right around it, so there will be a
separation of the two circuits where one taps into that
exi sting Adans Tap Substation and the 345 conti nues past
it without connecting into it.

And so, typically, for a substation you
don't want to run the wire right over the top of it, so
it wll be just on the north side of the property, which

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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is all State Land there and hence the request for the
extended route on State Land to allow for sone siting.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. So what isn't shown
there is the existing 115-kV substation, which is --

MR PHILLIPS: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- kind of directly under
the -- | nmean, it's right under or adjacent to the
exi sting 115-kV |ine?

MR PH LLIPS: Correct. W didn't -- we
didn't clarify the boundaries of that, but there's the
t appi ng equi pnent is directly underneath the |ine, and
then the actual switching stationis a little bit to the
south where that -- the existing substation diagramis,
but we didn't circle the boundaries there.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | recall that now
fromyesterday's flyover. Thank you.

And on the next page, there's sone
devi ation of the center line fromthe corridor. It
devi ates, hard for ne to tell, fromthe existing WAPA
center line, and |I'mwondering what that's about.

MR PH LLIPS: Yeah, | can speak to that.

So this is page 10 of 29 of the | and ownershi p maps,

A-12.
MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.
MR PH LLIPS: So that WAPA center line is
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the actual kind of center line portion, so as we're doing
detail design and respotting a few poles, the actual
center line kind of linear shape, it nay shift very
slightly within the WAPA exi sting right-of-way, so what |
think we're depicting here is that there's just a slight
shift at one of the angle poles, which is creating a
slight msalignnment in the two lines, but it's all wthin
t he WAPA ri ght - of - way.

And that's just detail design happening
based on on-site, in State Trust Land, but based on, you
know, on-site conditions. So there -- you know, as we
ment i oned, because we are renoving, potentially, 30-plus
or nore poles, there will be sone shifts in the actual
pol es between the actual center |ine down the
ri ght-of-way mght shift slightly within that
ri ght-of-way, which is being depicted but not, you know,
a whole shift of the right-of-way itself.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Well, it's not that
big a deal as long as it's wwthin the right-of-way.

MR PHI LLIPS: Yeah, and that's -- to the
poi nt about the State Land right-of-way as well, | ooking
to work with State Land to extend it an additional 50
feet, you know, to allow for those sorts of design
shifts, would be beneficial just froma detail design
perspective. It helps us mnimze inpacts when we can do
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really detailed routing based on the existing ground
conditions that we find when we survey.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

Now, if you' d go to page 29 of 29 of the
| and ownership maps in the CEC application. M
question -- are you there?

MR. PHI LLI PS: One second.

Yes.
MEMBER LITTLE: |I'ma little curious about
all of that. Looks |ike the upgrade route center line

term nates in the blue box, but the substation is
adjacent to that. |Is that a part of the substation? |Is
t hat an extension of the substation?

MR PH LLIPS: That's a great question. So
one of the challenges with the Vail Substation is that it
is such significant interconnection point for a nunber of
lines that TEP is constantly eval uati ng and upgradi ng,
that the exact approach angl e changes over tine, and so
what this is show ng effectively is us requesting just
addi ti onal approval area for us to site a kind of
dead-end structure, if necessary, if that angle is the
final angle that gets determi ned to be necessary based on
TEP's construction within its own substation.

CGeneral ly, the 2021 approval anendnment gave
us approval over all of the hatched area -- the
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cross-hatched area, the Vail-Tortolita upgrade route
corridor, which gives us the majority of approach angl es
to Vail Substation. The purpose of the blue box was
effectively to allow the placenent of one final pole, if
necessary, to allowus to drop into the Vail Substation
froma different angle, just because there's so nuch work
going on at Vail, and so nmany other transm ssion |ines
approaching it, the design right around that segnent is
incredibly conplex and will be beholden to TEP s ongoi ng
managenent plans of those -- that substation so, you
know, depending on the timng of our construction, it
could shift slightly within either the Vail-Tortolita
upgrade route corridor, which is already approved or
we're hoping to get this blue box approved as well for a
final structure, if necessary.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. All that nekes
sense, but so we are being asked to approve the bl ue box
area also, then, not the -- not the section that is part
of the Vail to Tortolita, but fromthe end of that
corridor into the substation is a part of this
pr oceedi ng?

MR PH LLIPS: Correct. And just
transm ssion, not a sub- -- we're not proposing a
subst ati on expansi on here --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, | understand that.
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MR PHLLIPS: -- it's sinply a kind of

final structure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Because it doesn't

show -- | nean, there's a space there between the end of

the corridor that was approved in that anendnent, the
exi sting anendnent, and where the blue box is, so --
MR PHILLIPS: Yeah.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Conf usi ng.

MR, PHI LLI PS: Under st ood, yeah. | think

it mght be that the box was created around the single
pole location, so it's not quite lining up in the
mappi ng, but the intention would be it's a connected
point to the -- to the route.

MS. BELLAVI A:  Corridor.

MR PH LLIPS: Corridor.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Okay. Ckay. |

think -- I"mjust kind of |ooking at the rest of the

little handy maps. Apologies, but I"mall caught up now

Thank you.
MR. PHI LLI PS: Thank you.
MS. BELLAVI A: Pass t he bi nder.

Ckay. Any other questions before | get

back into the stakehol der outreach on | and use pl anni ng?

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.
MS. BELLAVI A: Thank you.
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As noted, we sent the letter to about 90
st akehol ders. W did have responses fromfive. And I|'|
wal k through those. Those are also, those responses
t hensel ves on slide 86 screenshots that are not |egible
at this scale but are legible in the application, those
are on pages 8 -- sorry, H 10 through H 15 in Exhibit H
of SL-1.

I n general, the response fromthe Arny
Cor ps, you know, again, our |letter was asking, hey, do
you have any future | and use plans we should know about ?
Their response was really not addressing that question
specifically, but nore in the space of when wll you be
submtting your 404 permt application? And so we
responded to them W have been working with them on
some of the jurisdictional wash identification, but
essentially, that was their response was around if we
have jurisdictional waters, we will need a 404 permt and
woul d need to coordinate with them to which we replied
yes, we wll. So -- and that is to say yes, we w |
coordinate with them

We still are in the process of
understanding if we have Waters of the U S in the
upgrade. R ght now there's four inter- -- or sorry --
five intermttent washes that nay possess those
characteristics. And if they do, we would likely acquire
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a Nationwide Permt 14, since it's really going to be
about road use through those washes, rather than pole

pl acenent, because we can nove the poles nore than we can
nove roads. |In short, the Arny Corps response agai n was

around permtting under Section 404 of the d ean Water

Act .

We did al so receive a response fromthe
Forest Service fromthe Coronado National Forest. In
their response they said you'll need a Special Use Permt

for your right-of-way. W have had sone back and forth
with them just indicating that WAPA does hold an existing
Special Use Permt for their current right-of-way across
the tip of the Coronado National Forest, which you saw
yesterday in M. Phillips' tour. W do not have anyt hi ng
schedul ed yet, but have been discussing setting up a
nmeeting with them just to nmake sure we're able to
clarify any of the sort of right-of-way and use
permtting requirenents wwth the Coronado. Again, it's
about .4 mles that was analyzed in the EI'S, the Forest
participated in that process at the tine and we'l|
continue to coordinate with them on those needs.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A question about that
Speci al Use Permt under the Forest Service.
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MS. BELLAVI A: Uh- huh.

MEMBER KRYDER: (Cbvi ously, Special Use
Permts, you always get special instructions. Cbviously,
t hen, because WAPA built their |ine through, they
conplied with everything --

MS. BELLAVI A Uh- huh.

MEMBER KRYDER: -- does the fact that
you're changing the wires and the pol es give Southline
now a handful of new restrictions, and if so, what are
t hey?

MS. BELLAVIA: That's a great question.
The truth is | don't actually have -- we haven't seen
WAPA' s actual Special Use Permit with the Forest, so |
think it will be a discussion between WAPA and what they
believe their current rights are with regard to that
ri ght-of-way and what the Forest would like. It is
possi ble that that permt m ght need to be anended in
sone fashion, and that additional neasures m ght be
added. W just don't know what those are now or if an
amendnent i s even necessary.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. But you said that
t hat woul d be a discussion between Forest Service and
VWAPA.

MS. BELLAVIA: Yes, well, we'll participate
i n that discussion, obviously, because we have potenti al
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Interest in constructing the project. So it really --
it's aland right, that right-of-way, and so we have to
ki nd of honor the | and right agreenent between WAPA and
t he Forest Service.

MEMBER KRYDER: But you have not seen that
as yet and you don't know -- you've kind of got a bl ack
box hangi ng over your head?

MS. BELLAVIA: It's part of this neeting we
plan to have with the Forest Service this nonth to sort
of understand that in nore detail.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: And they're going to
provide that permit to you in advance of this nmeeting so
you can prepare to discuss what it currently all ows and
what it needs to be changed, potentially?

MS. BELLAVIA: The -- that WAPA provide the
Forest Special Use Permt? | nean, we can ask for it.

CHW STAFFORD: | nean, it seens |like --

MEMBER KRYDER: Seens |like they'd want it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, it seens like that's
t he rel evant docunent that determ nes what the rights are
and whet her you need to anendnent it or not.

MS. BELLAVI A:  Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: It's kind of need to see
that to begin the discussions, otherw se you're
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just -- it doesn't seemlike a point toit, so --

MS. BELLAVI A:  Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, you had a
questi on?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

M nor point. That snall Forest parcel --
Nat i onal Forest parcel, does that have trees on it or is
it an open parcel?

MS. BELLAVIA: That's a good question. Let
me | ook at the |land use map. Hold a nonent.

| know there are four poles. | can answer
that question, which isn't the one you asked. Hold on a
second, | just found it.

' m | ooking at page A-6 of Exhibit A-1 to
answer your question. It looks like there's naybe sone
scrub desert, but | don't see that there's like a
ri pari an area, for exanple, simlar to the San Pedro.

And | don't recall that -- I"'mjust looking a little
closer. Hold on, please. OCh, Isaac has the Canki. That
| ooks i ke spotty vegetation --

MR PH LLIPS: Desert scrub.

MS. BELLAVIA: -- desert scrub. It |ooks
li ke we would have very limted need to clear vegetation.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. PH LLIPS: And one point of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 210

clarification as well, when it comes to the Special Use
Permt and the rest of the right-of-way, so the intention
as we coordi nate with WAPA, WAPA wi || nai ntai n ownership
of all of its right-of-way, the underlying right-of-way
so that they will be the | ong-term owner of the actual

ri ght-of-way agreenents. And, you know, will act in a
lead role in a lot of the coordination directly with

ri ght-of-way owners and we'll be partnering with themto
manage constructi on.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A foll ow up question, then,
to that, M. Phillips. So, essentially, and |I nust have
m ssed this when you covered it yesterday, essentially,
you' re obtai ning from WAPA cl ear docunentation on all of
their -- their right-of-way, which it would include
accessing them getting the poles out, getting the new
pole in, dragging the |lines, blah, blah, blah, so they're
guaranteeing to you that it will all fit together and
everybody w |l be happy and clap their hands.

MR PHLLIPS: Yes. They will be
providing -- you know, still under kind of a negotiation
of the exact participation agreenent, but in simlar
formats what they've done is provide an outgrant
agreenent to the entity that they're coordinating wth
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and partnering wth that allows themto take certain
actions |like construct, own, operate on existing WAPA
ri ght - of - way.

W will have our own internal diligence and
are conpleting our own internal diligence on al
docunentation. Sone of the nore nuanced w |l just
require WAPA to be in the room |ike the Special Use
Permt or coordination to BLM they will be involved in
di scussing that with the counter-parti es.

MEMBER KRYDER: But it's up to themto make
sure that everybody's happy?

MR PHILLIPS: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR PHI LLIPS: And we have our own
obl i gations, public engagenent, you know, coordi nation
relating to our activities on the ground, so | would say
it's not only up to WAPA, vyup.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you so nuch

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

I"'malittle confused about the -- the
coordination, if you will, or the nexus between the
federal work that was done -- excuse ne -- and the

permts that WAPA holds and you guys. |If you're going to
build and operate this |ine, but WAPA hol ds the
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ri ght-of-ways, |I don't understand how that's going to
work. You know, with a CEC, if you sell the line to
sonmebody el se, then the CEC gets transferred to them
under the sane conditions.

|s that not the case with what -- what WAPA
has as far as right-of-ways and permts and all of the,
you know, |I'm not real know edgeabl e about how all the
f ederal processes go, and it's confusing to ne?

MS. BELLAVIA: | can answer the part --
Member Little, | can answer the part about what, let's
say, the original EIS anal yzed and what the deci sions
were wth regard to the federal governnent, and then
maybe | saac can el aborate on kind of the roles part of
that question. So the basics of the original EIS were
BLM had a decision to nake about the -- our request for
ri ght-of-way application, so that was their decision to
approve, deny, or approve with nodifications our request
for right-of-way.

WAPA' s decision was really about woul d they
|l et Southline participate in the upgrade of the 115 |i ne.
So really that's how WAPA's and BLM s deci sions were --
that was their decision space and that was kind of what
was anal yzed in the EI S Now, the whole |ine was
anal yzed, but basically it was BLM deci di ng about the
right-of-way -- their right-of-way on BLM | and and WAPA
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deci di ng whether or not to allow us to upgrade the |ine,
and that's not your full question, but | just wanted to
sort of clarify that was the federal decision space, but
maybe | saac, you can --

MR PHI LLIPS: Yeah, the other part of the
question, | think it's worth noting, we're not actually
t aki ng ownership of any federal assets. So they're not
transferring ownership of their right-of-way, they're not
transferring ownership of the existing structures, you
know, that's being rebuilt. And then they will maintain
ownership of a circuit and we wll maintain owiership of
a circuit, and the remaining infrastructure is stil
under di scussi on.

So there's not a transfer in ownership
bet ween WAPA and Sout hli ne of the existing assets, it's a
partnership where we're taking on scope within that
right-of-way. | would say that we will be securing any
necessary approvals for construction in coordination wth
WAPA, but any new approvals for interstate crossings or,
you know, ot her encunbrances that are identified through
our process we have to secure, in addition to what WAPA
has al ready done for the existing right-of-way and
proj ect .

So t hi nki ng about the coordination that
we're doing wiwth the Iocal jurisdictions, you know,
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building permts, et cetera, that are typically
preconstructi on, we are resecuring those, as necessary,
for any construction activities. The underlying
right-of-way is not transferring an ownership, it's nore
so that, you know, WAPA maintains it, secures any
addi ti onal changes necessary, and then we are provided,
you know, an outgrant so that we can performthe work
that's agreed to with WAPA

MEMBER LI TTLE: That brings up a question
in nmy mnd, you know, the private | andowners, they're --
the right-of-way that they granted to WAPA 75 years ago,
under what's happening now, | nean, if WAPA were to

upgrade their line the way it was originally envisioned,

it seens to ne, and ' mnot a |awer, |I'm an engi neer,
but it seens to ne that the right-of-way would still be
in-- in force, if WAPA rebuilt the |ine, because the

ri ght-of-way was granted to WAPA.

The fact that you guys are going to rebuild
the line, it still seens kind of nushy to ne, do those
| andowners have any rights to say, wait a mnute, ny, you
know, the right-of-way grant that | -- that this land is
was with WAPA, not wi th Southline.

MR PHLLIPS: So I'll say I'mnot a | and
attorney, so we'll just qualify what | can answer today,
and then we m ght need to cone back with additional
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questions, but the underlying grant is not changing in
ownership. And we are performng work in partnership
wth WAPA. So all the restrictions within those
easenents are -- will be followed, you know, if any and
all restrictions within easenents are followed, and then,
you know, WAPA provides only the approvals that they are
all owed to under those underlying agreenents. So we do
have to foll ow existing easenents and have the necessary
land rights to performthis, but this is a structure that

has been utilized for other projects kind of consistently

around the West. It's being utilized currently for Vail
to Tortolita. It's sonmething that has been in practice
for a while, so that's -- that's what | can say w t hout

addi ti onal feedback.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | guess --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- kind of in that sane
vein, so the right-of-way that WAPA hol ds, the easenents
across the private property, you're not privy to the
terns of those easenents yet, are you?

MR PHLLIPS: W are receiving them but
i n doubl e-checki ng, but generally, easenments for this
sort of infrastructure are relatively flexible for
| ong-term upgrades, you know, inprovenents on the |ine,
et cetera, especially those from 75 years ago, which the
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technology was a little |less specific, | would say, than
the nore nodern easenents, but provided a | ot of | eeway,
especially for the federal governnent when they were
executing these.

And, frankly, there wasn't a | ot of
devel opnent 75 years ago. So a |lot of these easenents
are fromold state transfers to the federal |and that
have now been given to private | andowners that have been
built on top of the existing easenents. So it's, you
know, a conplicated history, land history out here, but
WAPA was one of the earliest, you know, |and rights
owners out here, so these easenents do go back a | ong
time, and are being utilized in this way across kind of a
w de span of WAPA's right-of-way, |ike on other segnents
of their system

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So from WAPA' s
per spective, building the double circuit 230/245-kV [sic]
line, that conplies with the terns of all the easenents
t hey have crossed for the extent of this |line, correct?

MR PHLLIPS: | can't speak for WAPA, but,
you know, we can't do any work that's not approve -- that
we don't have the legal right to do. So WAPA is not
granting us a right to do anything that they don't have
the right to do.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So it seens that --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 217

well, | guess -- | guess, to Menber Little's question, |
guess yours is nore about the terns of the easenent, what
rights the property owners have to say when they -- when
t hey change what the line is, is that kind of what you
were getting at?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: And if | can junp in.

Q M. Phillips, isn't it the case that WAPA
retains its right-of-way, they' re not conveying the
right-of-way to you, correct?

A (MR PH LLIPS) Correct. Correct.

Q And all of the actions that you were doi ng was
i n coordination with WAPA --

A (MR PH LLIPS) Correct.

Q -- and it's really WAPA' s nanagenent of its own
right-of-way with the private property owners, correct?

A (MR PHI LLIPS) Correct.

Q All right. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So you're al nost
i ke a subl essee or sonet hi ng?

MS. GRABEL: Sonething |like that.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's not what it is, but
it's -- the arrangenent is simlar because it's their
right to doit, and they're allowng you to --
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MR PH LLIPS: Correct. There wll be no
transfer in ownership of the right-of-way.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Menber Fant, you
have a question?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Do you have a witten agreenent all ocating
liability between yourself and Western on the dual
circuit portion of the line? In other words, if the |ine
falls down and | ands on soneone's prized horse, who pays
for the horse?

MR PHI LLIPS: The partnershi p agreenent
bet ween WAPA and Southline is still under negotiation and
pendi ng kind of a |lot of the engineering, et cetera, work
that's been nmanaged over time, but all of those itens
woul d be covered under those participation agreenents,
and simlar structure to participation agreenents that
were created for the Vail to Tortolita segnent, which was
bei ng constructed currently, we're aimng to follow that
exact kind of structure with the split in
responsibilities in ownership.

MEMBER FANT: The -- the sane agreenent
you're negotiating, wll it have an assi gnnent cl ause, so
you're able to a assign your rights, your portion, not
Western's rights, to a third party, even your own
subsidiary?
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MR PH LLIPS: Typically, there are

assignnents, | would say that -- | can't speak to the
exact specifications about what those will be and what
will be agreed to by Western, but | also will note that

Western is very careful in their partnershi ps and
ensuring that the infrastructure is sound and can support
their, you know, custoners long term so they're not
going to be allow ng, you know, parties that they don't
trust to enter partnership with them

MEMBER FANT: And the reason | ask that is
if you go to assign your CEC to a third party, whatever
rights and obligations you negotiated with Wstern, are
t hose assunmable by the newthird party if the CEC gets
transferred? And you can't answer that yet, because you
haven't negotiated it, but --

MR PHLLIPS: | would assunme any

obligations, responsibilities, or requirenents that we

are bound to wll be transferred to any | ong-term owner.
MEMBER FANT: Yeah, just -- just thinking
out loud -- thinking out |oud as an attorney, sonething

you m ght want to have in there is the ability to assign
all your rights under that partnership agreenent to a
third party, if only to assign your rights to a
subsidiary of your own corporate entity, you know, your
own chosen entity.
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MR PHILLIPS: Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: So tell me if I'mwong,
but ny recollection of your testinony was that WAPA' s
going to own a circuit, Southline's going to own a
circuit, but the rest of the equipnment was still under
di scussi on, under negotiation, so that's the poles,
right? 1t hasn't been decided yet who is going to
physi cally own the pol es?

MR PHILLIPS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Making sure | wasn't
m ssing sonething there. Al right. Thanks.

Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: This is a really great
di scussion. So ny question goes up another hundred feet
or so, and that is, is there agreenent in place for the
entire length, not just the portion for this CEC, but the
entire length fromwherever it begins in New Mxico al
the way to its far end, is that in place or is it still
bei ng negoti ated bet ween WAPA and Sout hl i ne?

MR PH LLIPS: So the scope of the
coordi nati on between WAPA and Southline is l[imted to the
upgr ade segnent. So WAPA' s engagenent and invol vermrent in
t he process, outside of the NEPA process, which they were
a co-lead on the NEPA, but froma land rights
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constructi on perspective, WAPA's responsibilities and
engagenent in the process are from betwen Vail and
Apache, not including Vail-Tortolita, which they were
involved in as well, but nowit's between TEP and WAPA.

So that is where their involvenent in the
process -- in the project ends is the Apache Substation
i n Cochise County, and that is the agreenent. So we do
have, you know, a devel opnent agreenent in place wth
WAPA and a cost rei nbursenent agreenent in place with
WAPA. We're negotiating the final arrangenent rel ating
to the long-termparticipati on agreenent of the final
pr oj ect .

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. |'Ill just have to
thi nk about that. Thank you.

MS. BELLAVIA: Any other questions?

(No response.)

MS. BELLAVIA: Ckay. Al right. | touched
on the Arny Corps and the Forest Service. You can see
here, and also in the Exhibit Hletters, we did receive a
great email fromPima County. They did provide sone
comments, which were incidentally consistent with some
comments we received fromthe County at multiple stages
during the NEPA process.

In short, their concerns were about the
proximty of poles to the Arizona Trail, which we saw
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yest erday, disturbance to, outside of, rather, the WAPA
right-of-way within Bar V Ranch or, rather, requesting

t hat we not expand the right-of-way within Bar V Ranch.
Agai n, that was consistent with coments in the EIS in

whi ch was submitted to by the BLM and Western through

t heir Records of Deci sion.

They al so asked that if we are using gates
on Bar V Ranch that we would coordinate with them And
t hen that we give one-nonth notice prior to construction,
in general, and then also regarding the trail to place
poles as far away fromthe trail as possi bl e.

We did reply to that email, just indicating
we would i ke to work with themas we're working on the
desi gn and pole placenent, and in the intervening tine
we've also net with nmultiple departnments within the
County, such as floodplain, planning, and zoning, and
facilities, and will continue to work with the County to
make sure their requirenents for work within the
right-of-way or outside of the right-of-way are
coor di nat ed.

Moving on, we also sent a letter to Arizona
Gane & Fish. | understand it's common for Arizona Gane &
Fish Departnment to reply to letters of inquiry and in
this case, they really didn't -- they indicated they did
not have any comments for the project. As you may
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remenber fromM. Phillips' testinony yesterday, we are
working with Arizona Gane & Fish on the WIlcox Pl aya
Wl dlife Area Enhancenent Project. They were an active
cooperating agency during the EIS, and are an active
partner now through our coordination with themon the
wi ldlife area enhancenent.

And then, finally, we did receive a letter
from TEP, and their response was just that they had no
objections to the -- our request to anend Deci sion 75978
and 77980.

Movi ng on, unless there's questions. Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

MS. BELLAVIA: 1'Il touch on these briefly.
Many of these, again, you saw in both of our tours
yesterday, there are a handful of sort of what we'll call
formally identified recreation areas in the CEC corridor
and study area. You saw the Pima County Fairgrounds,
they're near the Vail Substation. W do cross the
Arizona National Scenic Trial, as we nentioned. That's
east of State Route 83 and |1-10. The Bar V Ranch, those
are conservation | ands acquired by Pima County, | think
around 2004 or 2005, and the right-of-way is within the
boundaries of Bar V Ranch. And then C enega O eek
Nat ural Preserve, we do not cross that, but it is about
.85 mles north of the CEC corridor and within the study
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ar ea.

Wthin sort of the city of Benson area,
there's two City parks, they're both south of [-10, not
wthin the CEC corridor, but are within the CEC study
area. The San Pedro River, of course we tal ked about
that yesterday, |I'msure we'll have questions today. W
do cross the San Pedro River, the existing right-of-way
does, and then we cross the San Pedro CGolf Course, which
is just on the west side of the river.

And those are sort of the formally
desi gnated areas, you know, | say nore broadly on Arizona
state | ands on the Coronado National Forest and on area
of BLM | ands, there generally is sort of dispersed
recreation, such as hiking, biking, canping, et cetera.

| -10 and SR-83, you know, we probably are
the primary access routes to those sort of recreational
opportunities in the area. And | believe, as we
ment i oned yesterday, our sort of construction access
planning is in progress. | imagine we'll need to nake
use of those highways in sone fashion, but we'll have to
coordinate with Arizona Departnent of Transportation, of
course. And also don't expect to sort of inpact access
to these resources as a result of construction.

And then, finally, | believe it's in the
factor | anguage and the regul ations, but we don't have
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any plans to sort of nmanage recreational uses within this
CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Thank you, sir.

Goi ng back to the top of slide 87 there,

Pi ma County Fairgrounds, yesterday we saw in the virtual
visits that there were sone racetracks and such invol ved.
s that all Pima County Fairground or is it all County
land that is -- includes a fairground and a racetrack,
and a firing range and such?

MS. BELLAVIA: 1'Il have to follow up that
question, | don't know specifically. | think | do, but I
don't want to guess.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Because | was
referring back nentally to your statenent that your study
area was nuch broader than the corridor. And there was
no nmention made of the firing range, which is just to the
nort hwest of the fairgrounds, and yet, | think it woul d
probably be within your one mle of the center line, |
don't know, but | was wondering if that had been
consi dered at all?

MS. BELLAVIA: It looks like the firing
range is within the fairgrounds conplex, so | think we
were, in this case and to your question, considering the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 226

firing range as part of the County fairgrounds conpl ex.

MEMBER KRYDER: As a part of the conpl ex,
okay.

MS. BELLAVI A:  Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Is it within the one-nile
of your center |ine?

MR, AGNER. Cenerally, the Pinma County
Fairgrounds is within -- excuse ne -- the one-mle study
area where the shooting range is specifically within the
conplex, | can't say for sure, but the fairgrounds
conplex is within the study area, yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. It is actually about
1/10 of a mle north, and imedi ately to the west.

MR PHLLIPS: |1'mdoing a quick
measurenment currently. It looks like it is -- the
shooting range is just outside of the one-mle buffer,
it's close, a couple hundred feet.

MEMBER KRYDER Wthin a shot, huh?

Thanks.

MS. BELLAVIA: Ckay. The discussion we
just had was really about the sort of existing conditions
with regard to | and use and recreation, and we kind of
| ook at the expected inpacts, potentially, to |and use,
as |'msure you heard us say many tines, this |line
predates nost of the uses in the corridor and study area.
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Whien we did a review of the zoning categories for the,
agai n, Cochise County and Pima County and cities of
Benson and Gty of Tucson, those are on slide 90 here.
You can see the detail of the types of zones within the
corridor in this case, | believe. And through our
review, transm ssion is an allowable use within these
corridors.

As | nentioned we have been neeting with
Pima County. Qur | ands team has been neeting with
Cochi se County. W continue to coordinate with the
cities to ensure there are no other use planni ng needs,
and at this tine it does not look Iike we wll need any
ki nd of use permts.

You want to advance.

Agai n, | ooking at the general and
conpr ehensi ve plans for the two cities and the two
counties, as we've tal ked about, the project, the
corridor is wwthin, you know, crosses a |ot of rural
| and, sonme are |lowdensity and residential planned uses.
Those pl ans, again, provide sort of strategic future uses
for the area, for the area they' re managi ng, and consi der
the existing WAPA |line in those plans. And, really, in
the review of their plans we know the existing
transm ssion line or upgrading it as we propose, does not
precl ude those future uses because they're considering
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the line in those plans.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you have a
questi on?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, M. Chairman. Thank
you.

| ' mjust curious, on sonme of the naps you
show pl anned use of the category nei ghborhood
conservation and resource sensitive. Can you tell ne
what those are?

MS. BELLAVIA: Yes. | think | know where
t he nei ghbor hood conservation is. | think it's Mescal.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

MS. BELLAVIA: W're |looking. Hold a
nonent .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Mescal is the nei ghborhood
conservation --

MS. BELLAVI A:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- and then the resource
sensitive is on beyond that or to the west of that.

MS. BELLAVIA: Ckay. Thank you. Looking
at -- | think you' re looking at the nmaps and I'mgoing to
refer to sone text in Exhibit B-4 -- sorry, Exhibit B, on
page B-4, which does provide a bit of a definition for
nei ghbor hood conservation, and that's based on the
Cochi se County Conprehensive Plan and it states,
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nei ghbor hood conservation is "an area having an

establi shed character, which is primarily residential and
whi ch needs special rezoning protections to nmaintain the
character of |land use that occurs.”

Agai n, because the |ine predates that
community, the transmssion line is an allowable use, if
that's your question.

MEMBER LI TTLE: The existing transm ssion
line is an all owabl e use, but changing it is allowed?

MR AGNER. Menber Little, | can generally
speak to that question. So transm ssion uses usually
w thin zoning here in Arizona, it does not nornally
restrict, like, the voltage of the lines or the upgrading
of the line. Normally if it's an allowable use it, by
i nherently being allowed, you're also allowed to upgrade
the line as well w thout needing to seek perm ssion to
change the zoning or do anything underlying to the
established zone with the jurisdiction that it's under.
Normally if it's just allowed you're also all owed to make
upgrades to the transm ssion |line as well.

And | think to what Cara said, just to
briefly touch on it, that nei ghborhood conservation
menti oned rezoning. Just to clarify, we do not need to
rezone any of the zones that we cross for the CEC Apache
to Vail upgrade route, so the nention of being careful
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about rezoning would not necessarily apply here, because
rezoni ng does not need to occur.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. Answers ny
question. And just for curiosity sake, then, what is
"resource sensitive"?

MS. BELLAVIA: That's in Pima County, B-6.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Apol ogies. | guess |
shoul d have found that in ny readi ng.

MS. BELLAVIA: No, it's a good question.
Menmber Little, do you have the map that you're | ooking at
in the exhibit?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It is 17 of 29 in the
pl anned | and use.

MS. BELLAVI A: Thank you. That's hel pful.
| can keep hunti ng.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It says, "Pinma County
Ceneral Plan."

MS. BELLAVIA: Yes. Oh, yes, thank you.
was j ust | ooking ahead at a few naps, just to make sure |
understood the full context of that. That resource
sensitive area depicted, as you nmentioned, on page 19
extends to page 21. That |looks like it is consistent
with the boundaries of the Bar V Ranch, which are, |
think I nmentioned just a bit ago, the conservation and
| ands acquired by Pina County. Wile there are sone
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private |l ands that were acquired in 2004 and 2005, about
1,700 acres, and the renai nder of those conservation

| ands are, | believe, under |lease to the State, so it's
about a 20,000 acre area called Bar V Ranch that is a
conservati on area managed by Pi ma County.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And that's not -- obviously
not an issue or you guys would have told us, right, to
put transm ssion there?

MS. BELLAVIA: Yes, they're -- yes, the
Pi ma County did comrent during the NEPA process, and |
believe there is an actual mtigation neasure | can pul
up in a nonent that essentially the County's comrents
then and even in their letter in response to our letter H
were essentially asking that we not expand the
ri ght-of-way or disturb during construction of the
transm ssion line, you know, outside of the current
right-of-way in Bar V Ranch, because they are
conservation |lands. And the BLM and Wstern's response
to that request was correct, we won't expand the
ri ght-of-way or create disturbance, you know, in Bar V
Ranch. So, really, that's been kind of the conversation,
was, again, their original comments during the NEPA
process and in some of our current coordination is just
ensuring that the construction and the transm ssion
structures are limted to the current right-of-way.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
MS. BELLAVI A:  Yes.
| " m good.
BY M5, GRABEL:
Q Pl ease conti nue.
A (MS. BELLAVI A) Thank you.
| think, in summary, what |1'll say about the
information on slides 91 and 92 and also outlined in the
Exhibits A, B, and Hand in the application with regard
to land use, in general, because this line exists, these
pl anned | and uses, zones, et cetera, have kind of been
devel oped around the exi stence of this line and, as
Colin, M. Agner, nentioned, zoning in Arizona sort of
allows for -- isn't voltage restricted, we believe that
t he proposed upgrade of the line is consistent with
pl anned | and uses and exi sting zoning in these areas.
Move on. Colin is ny PowerPoint guy, so --
That concludes the sort of summary of | and use
and recreation, if there are no other questions, |'l|
hand it off to M. Agner to discuss biological resources.
Q Pl ease proceed.
A. (MR AGNER) Ckay. Thank you, Cara.
"Il start by just providing a little bit of
background for the commttee. As nentioned previously,
t he project has gone through the NEPA process, including
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the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route. As part of the
NEPA process, the BLM and WAPA extensively anal yzed the
exi sting conditions of biological resources and the
potential inpacts that the project would have to
bi ol ogi cal resources, including the CEC Apache to Vai
upgrade route. And the existing conditions and the
potential inpacts are docunented within the project EIS.
So just all that to say that a detail ed
bi ol ogi cal review was conducted for the project,
i ncludi ng the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route, as part
of the NEPA process. Additionally, | do want to note
that, as part of the Section 7 Consultation process, BLM
and WAPA for federally protected species consulted wth
the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service, and that resulted in
a biological opinion. And that largely concurred with
BLM and WAPA's anal ysi s on bi ol ogi cal resources, and that
bi ol ogi cal opi nion included required conservation
nmeasures that are now in the proponent-commtted
envi ronnent al nmeasures or PCEMs, for short.
And just to let the conmmttee know, as part of a
condition of the CEC, the PCEMs are required to be
foll owed already as a condition of the CEC, and should
t he CEC be approved, that condition would carry over for
the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route. So the PCEMs woul d
need to be followed for this particular portion of the
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route.

CHWN STAFFORD: And do those PCEMs require
bird diverters in the crossing of the San Pedro?

MS. BELLAVIA: Yes, they do. | |ooked into
that yesterday to confirm and it does -- what it asks
for in the PCEMs is line-marking devices and it lists a
nunber of options that we would determ ne in coordination
with Fish and Wldlife.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR AGNER And then, as Cara nentioned in
her testinony, we reviewed the biological resource study
that was done as part of the NEPA process, and updated it
to contenporary standards. And the way that we did that
is we consulted desktop data sources, including the U S.
Fish and Wldlife Information for Planning and
Consul tation or IPaC tool, as well as the Arizona Gane &
Fish Department Online Environnmental Review Tool. W
al so | ooked at ot her desktop sources, including |and
cover, elevational data, as well as consulting species
information froma variety of trusted sources.

We al so -- SWCA has done nunerous previous
surveys for the project, including the CEC Apache to Vai
upgrade route, and have ongoi ng studies currently
happeni ng as well for the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade
route, and those inforned our analysis that are included
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in Exhibits C and D of the application.

So the first place | want to start with is
areas of biological wealth. So to set the stage for the
comm ttee, SWCA defines an area of biological wealth as
any habitat, feature, or |ocation that m ght serve to
provi de inmportant, unique, or concentrated resources for
bi ol ogi cal resources in a broader | andscaped context.

And so wth that definition, we identified
ni ne areas of biological wealth, including two Endangered
Speci es Act designated critical habitats, three
conservati on opportunity areas or COAs, and four wildlife
| i nkage and connectivity areas.

And there on slide 98, you can see the
three COAs and the four wildlife |inkage and connectivity
areas. The designated critical habitat map will be shown
on slide 100, which I'Il get to next. Although nine
areas of biological wealth were identified, we wanted to
focus on the two ESA-designated critical habitats, as
those are the nost sensitive areas and al so are
regul ated, so we wanted to cover those for the committee.

So as | nentioned, there are designated
critical habitats within the study area for two speci es.
The first species I'll go over is the Northern Mexican
gardener [sic] snake. The designated critical habitat,
as you can see on the left-hand portion of slide 100, is
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the filled blue area, and roughly foll ows C enega O eek.
And as you can see on the map on the | eft-hand portion of
slide 100, the CEC corridor for the CEC Apache to Vai
upgrade route does cross that designated critical
habi t at .

The second designated critical habitat is
for yellowbilled cuckoo. And, as you can see on the
| eft-hand portion of slide 100, there is designated
critical habitat for yellowbilled cuckoo, associated
with the C enega Creek, however, that designated critical
habitat is only within the study area. The CEC corri dor
for the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route for that
particul ar portion of designated critical habitat does
not cross the habitat for yellowbilled cuckoo. And then
you can see on the right-hand portion of slide 100, the
CEC corridor for the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route
does cross the designated critical habitat for
yell owbil | ed cuckoo when it's associated with the San
Pedro Ri ver.

| do want to note for the commttee that
both of these designated critical habitats are already
crossed by the existing WAPA 100-kV transm ssi on
ri ght-of-way, as well as letting the conmttee know that
the inmpacts to these designated critical habitats were
considered with consultation with the U S. Fish and
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Wldlife Service, as part of the biological opinion. And
that did include specific conservation neasures rel ated
to this designated critical habitat. And, again, those
are PCEMs, which would be required to be foll owed as a
condition of the CEC

However, though, in general, just to | et
the commttee know, sone ways that we woul d avoid inpacts
to this designated critical habitat would i nclude things
such as project siting, i.e., placing poles outside of
t he designated critical habitat where possible,
constructing outside of the breeding season, particularly
for yellowbilled cuckoo, as well as Ilimting ground
di sturbance and vegetation renoval wthin these areas.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Are these al
of -- sorry -- are all of these mitigation neasures that
are listed on this, on slide 99, included in the original
CEC?

MR, AGNER. That's a great question, Menber
Little. So ny understanding of the CEC, as witten, is a
condition requires the applicant to foll ow the Proponent
Comm tted Environnental Measures that were included as
part of the EIS. And as part of this CEC that would then
transfer over to being required for the CEC Apache to
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Vai | upgrade route. And so ny understanding is the PCEMs
are required to be foll owed by incorporation of
reference. They're not necessarily directly included in
the CEC itself. They're just being referenced as being
required to be foll owed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's good to know. Thank
you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiat is the -- what does
"PCEM' stand for agai n?

MR AGNER  Proponent Conmitted
Envi ronment al Measures.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, are those included in

the -- looking at the existing conditions of the CEC, and
| don't see that acronym so |I'm-- what are they covered
by -- what acronym describes them is it the -- is it the
PA - -

MR AGNER | believe, Chairman Stafford, |

don't have the CEC in front of nme, but | believe offhand,

fromwhat | recall in the slides --

CHW STAFFORD: Onh, there it is. | found
it. Its in Condition 11. There it is. Gkay. Never
m nd.

(Cross-tal k.)

MS. BELLAVIA: | just wanted to add a
little bit of clarity as well. The PCEMs, a little bit
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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of a hand -- nouthful, are really the result of --
they're a conbinati on of design features, as originally
envi si oned by Southline, conservation neasures, for
exanple, fromFish and Wldlife with regard to the
Section 7 Consultation, as well as a variety of other
mtigation that cane up during the NEPA process.

In the end, the agencies asked that
Southline commt to all of those neasures because
sonetinmes mtigation can be discretionary. And so that's
really the evolution of that nane. It was a way of
Sout hline stating or avowi ng that all of those neasures
woul d be conplied with. That's why they are Proponent
Comm tted Environnental Measures, even though the history
and the collection of themis sort of a variety of
sources. So just to characterize those neasures, they
are because we conmtted to them

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And so the EI'S, that
was -- that was undertaken, that was for the entirety of
the line, not just the upgrade section, correct?

MS. BELLAVI A: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: That includes the portion
t hat' s now owned by TEP?

MS. BELLAVI A:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And is that going to
be required to be updated now that -- because, like, the
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original EI'S was done for a double-circuit 230, correct?

MS. BELLAVI A: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And so the addition of the
245 that was made, | believe, in the | ast Conm ssion's
deci sion, correct, not the one that referred it to us?

' m | ooking at Ms. G abel.

MS. GRABEL: Do you nean the double-circuit
230-kV, is that what you're referring to?

CHWN STAFFORD: No, because, |like, there's
now -- it's 230/ 345, when did the 345 get added?

M5. GRABEL: | believe that's this
anmendnent, isn't that correct --

CHWN STAFFORD: Right, you sent it to us.

(Cross-tal k.)

M5. GRABEL: -- Ms. Bell avia?

Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So | guess ny question is
that, does the EIS that was currently done that's been
conmpl eted, does that -- what's the difference between a
doubl e-circuit 230, and a 230/ 245 -- 345, excuse ne? |Is
there -- is there an additional analysis that has to take
pl ace by the federal agencies for that?

MS. BELLAVIA: That's a good question.

The BLM -- we submitted our construction
pl an of developnent in July. And as part of that review,
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and we're sort of still in the back and forth of that
review wth BLM but in that plan devel opnment is where we
articul ated the desi gn change and we had been di scussi ng
wth themverbally, we neet with them frequently. As

part of their contenplation of approving that plan of

devel opnent, which they'll be required to do or rather
wll be required to get their approval and they'll issue
us a Notice to Proceed, as part of that they'll need to

determne if the original NEPA analysis is adequate, it's
literally called a determ nati on of NEPA adequacy. That
reviewis still ongoing. And so we've provided the

i nformation, we've provided our own analysis. You know,

I n our applicant assessnent of the changes, we believe
it's consistent with the original analysis, and sonme of
that is based on the actual work done in this application
where we sort of refined the analysis and re-|ooked at it
in 2025 terns. So from our perspective, we believe the
design is consistent wiwth the original analysis in terns
of scope of inpacts, but ultimately, that is the agency's
deci sion and not ours, and that is still in process.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So and that's going
to be BLM and the Forest Service that are review ng that?
MS. BELLAVI A Primarily BLM

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. What about WAPA,
they're not --
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MS. BELLAVIA: So WAPA has a different
process. BLMs process is specifically called that
determ nati on of NEPA adequacy, or DNA. WAPA has a
different process under their regulations called a
suppl enent anal ysis, which I believe they did for Vail to
Tortolita. And in the sane fashion is this project
substantially different or do we believe the
ci rcunst ances have changed? The suppl enent analysis is
kind of the first step of that. In the case of Vail to
Tortolita that supplenent analysis found that there
wasn't much of a difference in termof scope of inpacts,
even with the design adjustnent or role change in the
case of TEP

So that would be WAPA' s process. And,
again, that we're sort of in the mdst of that, in part,
as M. Phillips nentioned, we're still finalizing
engi neering and design, which feeds into a | ot of those
deci sions from those agenci es.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So WAPA's still
evaluating the expan- -- what's it called?

MS. BELLAVI A:  Upgr ade.

CHWN STAFFORD: The upgrade section that
we' re | ooking at today, WAPA's still eval uati ng whet her
t hat needs a suppl enmental NEPA anal ysi s?

MS. BELLAVIA: They'll probably -- ny
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understanding is WAPA w || do a supplenent anal ysis no
matter what, and it's just -- that's their decision
eval uation tool, but it could be brief, tw pages, or it
could end up in sonething nore detailed if they believe
there's nore analysis needed. |It's really up to WAPA
but yes, that is still in process.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. Thank you.

Menber Fant, you had a question?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Just a qui ck question on G enega Creek. Is
Ci enega Creek a perennial water flow or just an
intermttent water flow?

MS. BELLAVIA: | |ooked at this yesterday.
That's a good question. | |ooked at that for this area
of the San Pedro we crossed, but | did not | ook for
G enega Creek.

Do you know, M. Agner?

Ckay. We'll have to |look into that.

MR AGNER  Yeah, we'll look into that,
Menber Fant, and get back to you.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M question is about those
suppl enental anal yses that will be done by WAPA and BLM
VWhat opportunities will the public have for comment,
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intervention, notification will they get. One of the
things that we hear so often is fromthe public is we
didn't know about this until we got notification about
t he CEC hearing, and clearly, whatever notification is
bei ng done prior to that is not particularly effective.
' mjust wondering if we can give sone of that
information to the public.

MS. BELLAVIA: |, unfortunately, we do not
know what BLM and WAPA' s deci sions would be with regard

to public outreach. | really -- 1 don't know. And we
haven't -- they have not nmade nention of what their plans
m ght be. | think sone of it depends on a | evel of that
suppl enent anal ysis, but | just don't know. Those -- and

mai nly we don't know because they are sonewhat
di scretionary choices by the agencies and it just depends
on what they choose to do.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m wonderi ng whet her the
applicant m ght consider sone taking the initiative and
per haps notifying the public about sone of these
opportunities for themto have input on their own. Thank
you. Consider that, perhaps.

MS. BELLAVI A: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, you had a

question? O vyour hand is just still raised from|l ast
tinme.
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All right. Please proceed.

MR, AGNER: Thank you.

Now t hat we' ve gone over areas of
bi ol ogi cal wealth, I'll turn to ESA federally listed
species. So what SWCA found is that of the ESA species
identified that could potentially occur within the study
area, we identified two where we are wthin the
geographic or elevational range or there may be habit at
for two of those species. And that includes jaguar,
which is currently listed as endangered, as well as the
Monarch butterfly, which is currently only proposed for
listing as threatened, so it is currently not |isted
under the Endangered Species Act.

Again, just as a rem nder to the commttee,
t here was a bi ol ogi cal opinion prepared for the project
t hat concl uded that the project was not likely to
j eopardi ze the continued existence of listed species that
are likely to be present within the study area.

Additionally, just to let the commttee
know, the BLM and WAPA are currently reinitiating Section
7 Consultation with the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
regardi ng the expanded range of jaguar. So that
consultation with Fish and WIldlife Service regarding
jaguar i s ongoing through a Section 7 Consultation.

So the first species I'lIl go over is
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Monarch butterfly. Again, as | nentioned, it is
currently not |isted under the Endangered Species Act, it
is only currently proposed for listing as threatened, and
there is no tineline by the Fish and Wldlife Service to
list the species. It is only currently listed as a

|l ong-term action. So as of today, of this hearing it is
currently not protected under the Endangered Species Act.

Overall, what we found is that the Monarch
butterfly nmay be present within the study area for
breeding if m | kweed are present. However, we did find
al so that Monarchs could overwinter within the riparian
habitat that was within the study area, mainly al ong
G enega Creek and the San Pedro River.

Al t hough there is some overw ntering
habi tat available within the study area, we found that
the inpacts to that habitat would be m nor, given the
total anmount of foraging habitat that is available within
the vicinity in the study area, and the overall | ow
anount of suitable dispersal or foragi ng habitat that
woul d be lost as a result of the CEC Apache to Vail
upgr ade route.

And, again, just to let the commttee know,
at this time the BLM and WAPA are not expected to consult
wth the Fish and WIldlife Service regardi ng Monarch,
because it's only proposed for |listing as threatened, and
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there is no tineline associated with it. Additionally,
we do not anticipate that the project wll jeopardize the
conti nued exi stence of the species.

The next species I'll cover is jaguar. So
jaguar is currently |listed as endangered under the
Endanger ed Species Act, with designated critical habitat
approximately 2.5 mles south of the study area, which is
why we did not cover it whenever we were goi ng over
designated critical habitat is because it's currently
out si de the study area.

In general, |I'll just say that jaguars have
been documented here nultiple tinmes in Southern Arizona
novi ng between nountain ranges, and really, they use
nountain ranges as their primary area, so the study area
itself would only be used briefly for dispersal or
foraging. And because of that, we do not anticipate any
injuries or nortalities to jaguar as a result of the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route.

Jaguars, if they were present, they would
experience only mnor effects due to the presence of
noi se and human di sturbance during constructi on and
mai nt enance activities, and we anticipate that any
effects to jaguar would only be limted to behavi oral
changes.

Jaguars, if they are present, they nay
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change the pace at which they nove through the area or
they may shift their use to another suitable patch of
habitat. However, because the project is relatively
linear, we anticipate that jaguars would be able to
easily shift their use to another suitable patch or they
woul d be able to nove through the CEC Apache to Vai
upgrade route relatively easily because of its |inear
nat ur e.

And, again, just to let the commttee know,
the additional Section 7 Consultation that is ongoing is
likely to result in additional conservation neasures that
are designed to protect jaguar and mnim ze inpacts to
it, however, again, the project itself is not anticipated
to jeopardi ze the continued exi stence of the species.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menmber Hil | ?

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

| generally agree with your concl usions
here. M question is the two and a half mles, so is
that nore the Santa Rita Mountains or is it the Wetstone
Mount ai ns where we have occurrences? And | only ask
because the -- | agree with your conclusions, the linear
nature of the project and the existing infrastructure,
they' Il nove through that area, but | do recall having,
several years ago, reviewed wildlife corridors in Pinma
County that lots of -- there is the expectation that
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bet ween t he Wetstone Mountains and the R ncon Munt ai ns,
there will be a ot of novenent of wildlife.

MR AGNER: So, Menber Hill, to answer your
question, the designated critical habitat is associated
wth the Wetstone Muuntains and our anal ysis woul d
generally agree with your findings that the study area
and, nore specifically, the CEC corridor could be used by
jaguar, as we nentioned, primarily for dispersal or naybe
foraging, if the suitable habitat is present, to nove
t hrough those areas, and to your point we would expect
jaguars woul d nove between those two nountain ranges and
that's what the CEC corridor would be used for is to nove
bet ween those two nountai n ranges.

But, again, given the linear nature of the
project, we -- and the fact that it's just pole placenent
Wth wires strung, we anticipate the jaguars woul d be
able to nove through the CEC corridor relatively easily,

just given its perneable nature for jaguars.

MEMBER HILL: And it's -- it's really a
narrow corridor as well, which is, | think, hel pful for
habi tat di sturbance. | think the bigger challenge for

the jaguars is novenent across the proposed border walls.
| think that's going to be the bigger problemfor the
survival of that species.

Thanks.
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MS. BELLAVIA: | just want to add regarding
t hose conservation neasures. They're undeterm ned yet
because we're still actively in sort of that suppl enental
consul tati on phase; however, as sort of our prelimnary
wor kshoppi ng of those with BLM and Fish and Wl dlife has
been relying largely on sone of our existing nmeasures,
such as just driving slower in sone of those areas,
mainly to ensure -- mtigate, not ensure -- collision.

And then the other one we kind of talked
about is just reporting if one is seen, either by a
construction crew, O&M crew, et cetera, so it -- right
now, and again, those aren't finalized, but it's | ooking
like we'll be able to -- |ike sone of our existing
measures should offset potential inpacts on their own
without a |ot of addition, so TBD.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you. Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, you had a
question?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

You know what m ght be a | ow budget public
project is to put a couple cameras on a couple of the
towers and just have a wireless signal to them and all ow
the kids in the | ocal school to nonitor caneras and
nonitor the -- what cones and goes through there. That's
a dual - edged sword, of course, if a jaguar actually cones
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through there. But just an idea that woul d be user

friendly and |inked to the children and cheap.

MEMBER HI LL: Menber Fant, | love citizen
sci ence, so thank you for that suggestion. | was kind of
t hi nking the sanme thing. But also, |ike, kind of outside
of our purview, but I love citizen science.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. I'll shut up -- "1l
shut up, then.

MS. BELLAVIA: [|I'mnot a child, nost of the

time, but | also watch a lot of wildlife cam so big fan.
| think in that case, | know you mght -- it's an
interesting idea, |'msure we would have to consult wth
WAPA on whet her they would |ike that or not, but not mad
at the idea.

MR AGNER Ckay. So noving on from
jaguar, 1'Il now cover bald and gol den eagl es, which are
protected under the Bald and Gol den Eagle Protection Act.

So, overall, what we found is for bald
eagle there is no suitable nesting habitat for bald
eagles within the CEC corridor or the study area, as well
as no tall trees or cliffs have been identified that is
suitable for eagle perching within the study area. The
study area is also outside the breeding range for bald
eagl e, but there nmay be sone suitable habitat present.
Sui tabl e foragi ng habitat present, excuse ne.
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For gol den eagle, we did identify that
there may be suitable breeding habitat for gol den eagle
within the study area; however, the surveys that SWCA has
conpleted to date, we have not identified any active
nests within the CEC corridor or its vicinity.

And, really, any possible nesting habitat
woul d be around the San Pedro Valley corridor and the
Dragoon Mount ai ns, but, again, we have not observed any
active nests to date. And simlar to bald eagle, there
may be sone suitable foraging habitat for gol den eagle
present within the study area; however, again, there
being a relatively m nor anount of foraging habitat | ost
for both bald and gol den eagle and its abundance wthin
the w der study area, we anticipate that any inpacts to
bal d and gol den eagl es woul d be mni nor.

The next topic | want to cover is
State-protected native plant species. So there are
species here in Arizona, that are protected under the
Arizona Native Plant Law, and that regul ates the harvest,
sal vage. And transport of plants on non-federal | ands.
To date, SWCA has identified six Arizona Native Pl ant Law
protected plants in the study area, however, we do want
to note that there likely are nunerous other plant
speci es protected under the Arizona Native Plant Law that
have not been docunented that are |ikely present and that
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surveys for these plants are currently ongoi ng.

Some potential effects to these species
coul d include direct renoval during vegetation clearing
activities, as well as potential crushing of
these -- this vegetation by heavy equi pnent and vehi cl es.
Any pl ant species that are protected under the Arizona
Native Plant Law coul d be renpved in accordance with the
applicable laws during the vegetation clearing
activities, however, the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route
itself occupies a relatively small corridor that already
has prior disturbances, so any | oss of vegetation would
be m nor, conpared to the anpbunt of protected native
plants that are wwthin the study area, and the applicant
will followall state requirenents relative to native
plants within the CEC corridor

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Agner, we are com ng up
on about 90 mnutes. | think it's a good tine if we
start getting into what the PCEMs are, we take an
approxi mately 15-m nute break.

We stand in recess.

(Recessed from 10:28 a.m wuntil 10:51 a.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

M. Agner, you're about to tal k about the
Proponent Comm tted Environnental Measures.
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MR AGNER Yes, | was. W've -- we've
touched on this before, but just to briefly reenphasize,
Sout hli ne has conmmtted to over 350 PCEMs, and those
really are all geared towards design adjustnents, as well
as other neasures to minimze environnmental inpacts of
t he project.

These neasures are found in each of the
agenci es' Records of Decision, as well as the project EI S
itself. And, again, just as a brief rem nder, Condition
Nunber 11 in the CEC, which woul d now becone subject as
part of the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route, requires
the applicant to follow all those PCEMs.

So, overall, based on our analysis, we have
concl uded that areas of biological wealth and bi ol ogi cal
resources, any inpacts can be avoided or mtigated,
especially through the inplenmentation of the PCEMs. Any
areas of biological wealth will be mnimally inpacted.
Any inpacts to ESA-protected species were either
addressed as part of Section 7 Consultation or are
currently being addressed through the reinitiation of
Section 7 Consul tation.

And any inpacts to bald and gol den eagl es
can be mtigated through the inplenentation of those
PCEMs and then Cara touched upon this briefly, but the
Ari zona Gane & Fish Departnent did not provide any
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addi ti onal comment or request for additional mtigation
nmeasures beyond those that are included in the PCEM.
So overall, SWCA concl uded that the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route is environnental ly
conpati ble with biol ogical resources.
CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little?
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

255

A couple of -- a question and an
observation. | noticed in the application that SWA' s
report on the biological aspects is not -- is
under -- isn't finished yet, is that -- is it conplete
now, or --

MS. BELLAVIA: Sorry, Menber Little, your
question is -- is that better, by the way, Robin? Geat.

| was advised to speak into the mic a bit nore.

The bi ol ogi cal resource reporting in
general is still in progress, in large part because if
you | ook at a nunber of those PCEMs, they require sort
of, like, nmultiple field deploynents that m ght be

seasonal | y dependent or other. So those reports are

really going to be in progress through and up until we're

at construction. And, frankly, sone of those surveys
wi Il continue through construction, but | would say
those -- many of those, |ike the general biol ogical
reports, which are essentially summari zing field survey
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results are going to be in progress for sone tine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That makes sense. Thank
you.

The observation | would like to make for
the record is that | now amtying things together that I
read in the application, and there are several PCEM t hat
are listed in the application that are particularly
applicable to this section. And | noticed that there are
a whole lot of could it be taken into consideration, and
could be considered in those -- those PCEMs, which ny
experience is that that | anguage does not require the
applicant to do anything. And that is concerning to ne,
and | understand that there's not anything we can do
about that at this point, but I would just like that to
be on the record. Thank you.

MR AGNER |If there are no other questions
or comments, |I'll go ahead and nove on to visual
resour ces.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease.

MR AGNER. Ch, yes. Cara just rem nded ne
that to Menber Fant's question earlier about C enega
Creek, before | nobve on to visual resources, we did | ook
into the flow pattern of C enega Creek and the Nati onal
Hydr ogr aphy Dataset |ists G enega Creek as being
intermttent. So it's not perennial, it's just

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 257

intermttent flow

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR AGNER: So for visual resources, just
to kind of tie things together for the conmttee, we went
t hrough all of the KOPs yesterday during SWCA' s virtual
tour, so these KOPs, as | go through them w |l | ook
famliar fromthe virtual tour yesterday. So I'll go
through them but in a relatively brief fashion, but feel
free to stop nme or if you have any questi ons about the
KOPs, |I'mnore than happy to go through them

But to just briefly touch upon our analysis
approach to visual resources in the CEC application, SWA
starts by identifying a visual resource study area, which
is that one-mle buffer that Cara descri bed previously.

Once we have identified that visual
resource study area, we perform a desktop review that
i ncludes inventorying scenic areas, identifying existing
and future | and uses, as well as assessing aerial inmagery
w thin that study area.

Once we' ve done all of that, we then begin
to form and describe the affected environnent for visual
resources in that study area, and that includes assessing
all those desktop resources, as well as at a high |evel
conceptual |y begi nning to understand what the inposition
of the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route into that
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af fected environnent would | ook Iike.

Once we've started to formall that, we can
then identify sonme key observation points, or KOPs, for
t he CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route, and we will perform
field surveys at each of those KOPs. That i ncludes
t aki ng hi gh-resol uti on phot ography to perform our visual
stinmulations, as well as docunenting the existing
| andscape characteristics at each KOP.

We then prepare visual sinmulations for each
KOP, and that includes using the design that is provided
by the applicant, and we will superinpose that design
into the photography that we've taken at each KOP. Once
we' ve done that, we assess the potential for visual
I npacts by conparing the existing conditions and our
vi sual sinulations, and we are then able to describe and
anal yze the inpacts to visual resources for each KOP.

And as you can see there on slide 116 is a
map of the KOPs that were identified for the CEC Apache
to Vail upgrade route. There are ten KOPs, however, 1°'I
be stepping through what we felt are the nost inportant
ones to discuss for the conmttee, and |I'I|l be stepping
t hrough each of those; however, all of the KOPs are
analyzed in Exhibit E, and all ten KOP sinmnul ati ons,

I ncludi ng the weathering steel and the dull gal vani zed
steel finishes are included in Exhibit G
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Before | get into the KOP analysis, | just
want to briefly touch on sone | and nanagenent objectives
as it relates to visual resources. So, as described
yesterday, we do cross federal |ands and federal | ands
typically have sone sort of visual resource objective
associated with them and so we wanted to provide that
information to the comm ttee and our confornmance with
t hose vi sual resource managenent objectives.

And so for the BLM I ands, we cross visual
resource nmanagenent Class |V, and for the commttee's
benefit, that is the | owest visual resource nanagemnent
class, it goes fromCass | to dass IV, with Cass IV
bei ng the | owest for visual resource nmanagenent and
obj ectives. And so because of that, the CEC Apache to
Vai | upgrade route was determ ned to be consistent with
that VRM and no pl an anendnent to the appropriate
Resource Managenent Pl an, or RWVP, was required.

For the U S. Forest Service |ands, we
crossed scenic integrity objective score of high. And
al t hough we do cross that objective score of high, the
Forest Service eval uated the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade
route, and because for that particular portion, the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route solely involves the
upgradi ng of an existing transm ssion |ine, and because
it is staying within the existing WAPA ri ght-of-way, the
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Forest Service determned that it was in conformance wth
the scenic integrity objective score of high and no pl an
anmendnent was required. So when the CEC Apache to Vail
upgrade route crosses those federal |ands with visual
resource managenent objectives, we are in confornmance

w th those visual resource objectives.

For the Arizona National Scenic Trail, the
exi sting WAPA transm ssion |ine already crosses the
Arizona National Trail, and a conprehensive plan was
adopted fairly recently in June 2025, and that plan
acknow edges t he devel opnent of these types of projects,
and | quote, it says, "Devel opnent such as hi gh-voltage
transm ssion |ine and associ ated access roads, |arge
i ndustrial mnes, communication towers, and w nd towers
are often visible fromlong distances, especially in
western | andscapes.” So the conprehensive plan that was
adopted for the Arizona National Scenic Trai
acknowl edges this type of devel opment occurring in and
nearby the Arizona Trail, so we believe we are in
conformance with it because the plan acknow edges this
type of devel opnment occurring.

So I'll start by describing our inventory
results as it relates to the existing | andscape
characteristics out there. So overall, we found that the
scenic quality varies fromlow to high quality, which is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 261

sonething that is commopn, given the distance of the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route, it would be expected that
you would find a range of scenic quality.

Sone exanples of high-quality area, just
for the comrittee's benefit, would include areas |ike the
C enega Creek basin, the San Pedro River, as well as
Dragoon -- the Dragoon Mountains. Wereas areas of
relatively |lower scenic quality could include relatively
flat plane portions, including nountain bajadas, as well
as the Sul phur Springs Valley.

We al so found that sensitivity |evel
ratings also vary fromlow to high, with | ower
sensitivity areas being nore rural areas where there are
few to no sensitive viewers to view the CEC Apache to
Vai | upgrade route, whereas higher areas would be nore
clustered residential devel opnent. And along those
lines, we found that the | evel of developnent within the
study area ranges fromnore rural areas to nore clustered
residential areas, which we descri bed and showed the
commttee during our virtual tours yesterday. And,
again, just to reenphasize, the existing WAPA
transm ssion line, as well as other high-voltage
transm ssion lines are already highly visible in the
| andscape t oday.

So, as | nentioned previously, we
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identified ten key observation points, five of those key
observation points represent residential viewers, and
include nmore rural residential areas to nore clustered
residential areas, including areas such as Mescal and
Sout heast Tucson.

We identified three travel route viewer key
observation points, and those are neant to be
representative of nore | ocal roadway travel ers, as well
as travel route viewers along Interstate 10. And then we
identified two recreational viewers, one being associ at ed
wth the Arizona National Scenic Trail, and the other
bei ng associated with the Lamar Cobb Menori al .

Like | said, all ten key observati on points
are included, analyzed, and docunmented in the CEC
application, but we'll be going over five of those KOPs
that we feel are the nbst representative of the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route.

So the first key observation point | want
to start with is KOP Nunber 1. KOP Nunber 1 is
representative of residential viewers |ocated near the
sout heast portion of Tucson, associated with the Santa
Rita devel opnent, and this is a view that is facing
sout heast towards the Vail Substation. Overall, we found
here that viewers wll have a partially obstructed view
of the project, primarily due to the fact that there are
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I nterveni ng existing high-voltage transm ssion |ines that
are already within the existing | andscape, and so that
partially obstructs their view when | ooking at the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route.

Overall, we found that the lines, forms,
and textures wll be simlar to those of the existing
transm ssion lines that are already visible in the
| andscape. And so we, therefore, found that the changes
to the | andscape would result in a weak degree of
contrast with negligible inpact. And at this particul ar
KOP, we determi ned that the selection of either dull
gal vani zed or weathering steel is not a significant
factor, because there is negligible inpact.

And just to let the commttee know, as
we' ve descri bed yesterday, at this tine the applicant,
fromcomunity feedback, has heard that the proposed
weat hering steel is the preferred finish for the poles,
so as you'll see on the right-hand screen and in this
case slide 124, we'll only be show ng the proposed
weat hering steel, because that is the preferred finish at
this tinme; however, both the pre- -- the dull gal vani zed
and the weathering steel finishes are included in the CEC
application. And any differences between those finishes
at each of the KOPs I'lIl go through, 1'll describe those
differences for the commttee.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Menber Little,
you have a question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

|"mjust curious, | know that the -- that
community that was going to be an intervenor, their
preference was weathering steel in their area. |'m
wonderi ng whet her you got feedback from-- from anybody
el se, because | amin agreenent with Menber Mercer that
the poles that are seen at a distance seemto kind of
blend in better if they're the dull gal vani zed, at | east
fromthe pictures. And | appreciate what was said
yest erday about depending on how the sun is shining, and
all we really have to go on is what the pictures say.

But close up, | think the weathering steel
woul d be ny personal preference, but at a distance, the
gal vani zed would be. And |I'mjust curious whether or not
you had input from-- you know, what other input you had
besides just fromthe people that live in that one
nei ghbor hood? Thank you.

MR, PHI LLIPS: Thank you very nuch for the
question. So we, kind of as an informal part of our
hearings that we -- or, excuse ne, public open houses
that we held i n Novenber and Decenber, we did show a w de
range of KOPs and visualizations, including weathering
steel and gal vani zed steel -- and the dull gal vani zed
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steel. And | wouldn't say that we did a fornal survey,
but we were asking participants that attended those
nmeeti ngs what their preference was, not just the one
Mount ai nvi ew Ranch, Wndm || R dge devel oper, but, you
know, folks that attended those neetings what their

typi cal preference was, and based on ny personal

265

experience, | got universal the weathering was preferred.

W' ve al so had sone coordi nati on and

di scussion with local utilities in the area. | think

M. Beck testified yesterday that TEP had run a study on

this, and had a fornmal review that detern ned weat hering

as well. So we're pulling information fromthose
conversations wth | andowners directly at our open
houses, the coordination with the Wndm || Ri dge

devel oper, the publicly available information for the
regional utilities, and then the coordination with BLM
and WAPA on preferred tower type finish type.

And so that is the information that we're
pul l'i ng together for that recomendati on of weat heri ng.
And so far it has seened to be really overwhelmngly in
favor of the weathering, but understand the position,
and, you know, the visual sinms show what they show So
that's just providing you the feedback that we' ve
recei ved.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. And that's all
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good infornmation. | appreciate it.

MR AGNER And | would just add to Menber
Little's point, | think as was said yesterday by Menber
Mercer, in general our visual analysis did kind of
confirm what was being stated yesterday. |f dull
gal vani zed steel is used, it does tend to bleed into the
| andscape nore than the weat hering steel structures;
however, the weathering steel structures nore closely
mat ch the existing color of the existing WAPA structures,
so the use of weathering steel tends to renove col or
contrast, whereas the use of dull gal vanized steel would
I ntroduce a col or contrast, because it nore sharply -- is
nore sharply different than the existing WAPA structures.
So there's kind of a pro and con to using each finish.
There's not a clear win-win structure finish. There are
upsi des and downsi des to each one.

So the next KOP I'd |like to go over is KOP
Nunmber 2. KOP Nunmber 2 is |ocated near the Pima County
Fai rgrounds, and is representative of travel route
viewers, specifically travel route viewers along | oca
roadways and in this case it would be Houghton Road.
This is currently a view that is facing south.

Overall we found that viewers will have an
unobstructed to partially obstructed view, and that's
because of the intervention of distribution and
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transm ssion lines that will be present wthin the

| andscape. W found that the lines, fornms, and textures
of the project will be simlar to those of the existing
WAPA transmi ssion |ine; however, it will be at a greater
scale, and that's as a result of the structures being
taller.

Because of that, we found that the changes
to the | andscape will result in a noderate degree of
contrast with overall noderate inpacts. And, as | said
previously, the use of dull gal vani zed nonopol es woul d
i ntroduce a col or contrast, however, the brown weathering
steel structures would renove this contrast.

So, just to clarify, this is transportation
route, travel route viewers. |'ve been told sonetines
don't enunciate and it cones off as "tribal,"” it is not
tribal route viewers, "travel route transportation.”

So the next KOP I'd |like to go over is KOP
Nunmber 4. KOP 4 is representative of recreational
viewers, and is associated wth the Arizona Nati onal
Scenic Trail. And this is currently a viewthat is
facing northwest. As you can see in the existing
condition, viewers will have an unobstructed vi ew of the
| andscape, and that's mainly due to the flat topography.
As you can see in the existing condition, you have a
relatively unobstructed view of the | andscape.
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Overall, we found that the upgrade of the
existing WAPA line will increase the overall prom nence
of the project, and because of that, the changes to the
| andscape will result in a noderate to strong degree of
contrast, with noderate to high inpacts.

Again, if dull galvanized steel is used, a
color contrast is introduced, but if a brown weathering
steel finish is used that color contrast is renoved;
however, they would be visible over greater distances.
Again, as | nentioned previously, we found that the dull
gal vani zed tends -- dull gal vanized finish tends to bl eed
into the | andscape and fade away, whereas the brown
weat hering steel finish tends to be a little bit nore
prom nent and doesn't fade as easily into the | andscape.

The next KOP I1'd |like to go over is KOP
Number 6. KOP Nunber 6 is al so representative of
residential viewers and is associated with the cluster
devel opnent of Mescal that we described previously. This
Is currently a viewthat is facing east and is just when
the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route is starting to enter
into the comunity of Mescal, and it will continue to
travel east into that community.

Again, we found that the lines, forns, and

textures will be simlar to the existing WAPA
transm ssion line, but again, it will be at a greater
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scal e because of the taller structures. Because of that,
we found the changes to the | andscape will result in a
noderate to strong degree of contrast with noderate to
hi gh i npacts. And, again, as | nentioned previously, we
found the dull gal vani zed nonopol es woul d i ntroduce a

col or contrast, however, the selection of the weathering
steel would renpbve that color -- that col or contrast.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Agner, | seemto recal

prior testinony that the person that occupies this

dwelling in slide 130, they -- you reached out to them
but they did not respond, is that -- was ny recollection
correct?

MR AGNER: That is correct, Chairnman
Stafford. W were able to verify that the | andowner
associ ated with that structure has received all the
notification letters, including both open house
invitations, as well as the letter associated with this
hearing. W have not received comment fromt hat
| andowner in any of the neans that we've provided to
provi de coment nor have they attended the in-person open
houses that we hel d.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the nenbers of the
public that gave comment yesterday, they are |located in a
di fferent place, correct?

MR AGNER: That is correct, Chairnman
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Stafford. The individuals that provided comment, ny
understanding is they are associated with the

Mount ai nvi ew Ranch, Sonoita Ranch area, which is further
west al ong the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route. It's
nore closer to the Vail Substation, and as you start to
wor kK your way east out of the Vail Substation, it's the
first clustered residential area you encounter as you
nove east.

CHWN STAFFORD: Have we got to that KOP
yet ?

MR AGNER: That KOP is not included in our
testi nony, however, KOP 6 is neant to be representative
of the types of views that woul d be seen by residenti al
devel opnent, and so while KOP Nunber 6 itself is not
within that conmunity, we would anticipate that the
i npacts described for KOP 6 would be simlar to those
that are experienced within the Muntai nview Ranch
comunity as well

CHWN STAFFORD: That was the one where
there was a nunber of houses that ran parallel, ran
across their front yards, is that what it was, or their
si de yards?

MR AGNER | believe there are -- there
are wires wthin the Muntainview Ranch that do cross the
front yard of individuals' properties, yes.
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BY MS. GRABEL:

Q M. Agner, it's not Muntainview Ranch, correct,
it's Sonoita Hills, | believe?

A (M5. BELLAVIA) That's correct.

Q Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And so -- but the
pol es are not |ocated on their property?

MS. BELLAVIA: Wthin Sonoita Hills Ranch,
| believe one property owner has a pole -- existing pole.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Now, with the
upgrade, are you going to -- | guess, it will depend on
whet her or not you put the new pole to replace the
exi sting pole or they could be further away to span that
nei ghborhood if it's feasible, |I guess, right?

MR PH LLIPS: Yes, that's correct. So the
exi sting nei ghborhood with the parcels that have the
W res across their front yard are currently spanned by
poles. You know, we are -- we wll take all effort to
m nimze additional inpacts, and if that neans pushi ng
t hose poles further out that we can and span further,
we' re happy to support that.

Currently trying to | ook at siting pole for
pol e just because there's an existing pole on a specific
| andowner's property and potentially noving it to an
alternative | andowner's property creates a new i npact.
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But happy to take feedback fromthe community and adj ust,
as we did with the Wndm || R dge devel oper, who is
adjacent to this, right across the street fromthis. W
took their feedback on pole spotting and adjusted based
on, you know, what they were | ooking for on the route,
and had our engineers take a | ook as what was feasible,
adj usted pole | ocations and got their agreenent.

We're happy to do that sort of thing. And
there's an existing CEC condition, | think 14, that
requires us to take feedback fromthe community that we
continue to follow So if we get feedback fromthe
community that there's alternative pole |ocations al ong
the right-of-way that are engineered -- that are feasible
from an engi neeri ng and code perspective, we're happy to
make adjustnents to m nim ze inpacts.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Because what |'m
| ooking at is nore not noving the pole |ocation from one
| andowner's property to another | andowner's, but noving
it on the sane | andowner's property so when they | ook out
their front door, there's not a pole right there.

MR PHI LLIPS: Yeah, and we had nultiple
poi nts of feedback from community nenbers during our open
houses that once we have detail ed pole | ocation design,
to reapproach because, you know, the WAPA current pole
sits right outside of their back porch, you know, is
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there an opportunity to nove it 100 feet? W' re happy to
evaluate that. And if the engineering requirenent codes
allowit, we're happy to nake shifts.

And I'Il note to -- | think the closest KOP
that we have to the area in question is KOP 3, which is
t he Lamar Cobb Menorial on Arizona Route 83, and that's
in the application and that is wwthin the -- it's kind of
bet ween the Sonoita Ranch and Munt ai nvi ew Ranch
| ocations. It sits right in the mddle of those two. If
you renenber fromthe route view yesterday | paused
there, it sits right between the new housi ng devel opnent
and t he existing one.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's -- they have
State Land on either side of those areas, don't they?

MR PHLLIPS: At a distance, yes, so it's
a private | and pocket, so there is State Land on both
sides, the east and west, but it is a relatively broad
private | and parcel or section

CHWN STAFFORD: So it's not too broad to
span the entire --

MR PH LLIPS: Correct. Yeah. So, you
know, when we | ook at the devel opnent, it's kind of
broken into a few different phases, so there are a nunber
of poles wthin that whole private | and segnent, it's not
just one or two, iIt's, you know, Mbuntai nview Ranch
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think -- or Wndm ||l Ridge had four or five on their
parcels. Sonoita Ranch has one or two in the original,
kind of in the one | oop, and then there's additi onal
private land on the western side that has a few nore
poles. So kind of evaluating all of those poles for
mcro-siting is sonething we are doing, and trying to
mnimze, and if we can nove them away from homes, we can
nove themto less visually inpactful areas, we're happy
to evaluate that based on the public input. And so
sonet hi ng we have been doi ng by evidence of the
coordination with Wndm || Ri dge.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Menmber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

" mcurious -- excuse ne -- |'mcurious
about why you did not choose a KOP fromwithin a
nei ghborhood. | understand that you wanted to choose
KOPs so that they represented as nany sensitive viewers
as possi ble, each KOP. But I"'mjust, you know, | | ook at
them sonetines and | just think, well, why didn't you
choose one that really reflects the inpacts on all the
peopl e in the nei ghborhood, for exanple.

And ny second question is if relocating,
for exanple, when we were |ooking at the -- the flyover
yesterday, it | ooked Iike an opportunity to rel ocate that
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one section of land -- or of circunstance -- of circuit

t hat goes across those front yards to the backyard m ght
be much nore -- they m ght be nuch nore agreeable to
having it in their backyard than the front yard. If it
woul d require getting different rights-of-way to nmake
nore of the people in a nei ghborhood happy, would this --
woul d the applicant be open to that?

MR PHLLIPS: So maybe |I'll respond to the
question in part, firstly on the KOP sel ection. The
Lamar Cobb Menorial area, there's a KOP Nunber 3 that's
in the application is in the direction of that
nei ghbor hood, so it | ooks along the line at the
nei ghbor hood direction froma very nearby reference
point. So that is relatively close to that community.

From a routing perspective, this is where,
you know, we have to coordinate with WAPA and t hey
coordinate with the | andowners as well, given the
di scussi on we had on the WAPA right-of-way, and we are
happy to support that. | want to acknow edge that there
are sone subsurface, you know, pipeline and other
chal |l enges on the south side that | had noted in our
flyover. And, additionally, there are a | arge nunber of
residences to the south as well that are currently not
experiencing direct inpacts that are shifting toward
coul d potentially.
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So | guess to your question, we are happy
to coordinate. W are not able to bind WAPA, but we'l
support coordi nati on between WAPA and its | andowners, and
happy to design around that coordination as well. But
our -- you know, the alternatives that were not anal yzed
by BLM and WAPA and the inpact shifting, we have to be
careful about the shifting onto new | andowners to the
south that don't already have an inpact.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill?

MEMBER HI LL: Thanks, M. Chair.

| appreciate working with | andowners. |
thi nk everyone has their different preferences. |1'II|l say
right nowthat I would rather have it in ny front yard.
My backyard is kind of ny sanctuary, and so -- so | don't
want to assune any of that, so | think the coordination
is the nore inportant thing that we're tal ki ng about.

And | realize that you're at a di sadvant age because
WAPA' s process was dated, it was a long tine ago, there's
new | andowners, you've had sone chall enges, but | want to
encourage you to work with the | andowners on both the
finish and the | ocation of poles, to the extent that you

can, and not assune that anyone wants it in the front

yard or in the backyard, like, | just want to caution
t hat .
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MR, PH LLIPS: Thank you. And | think from
our, you know, the existing CEC conditions, which we know
don't cover this segnment, but we kind of treat it like it
does, you know, require us to continue coordination
t hr ough devel opnment and to construction with | andowners,
and so | think that's sonething we are -- we're trying to
show that we're actively doing by our coordination with
Wndm || R dge and others, taking additional feedback
t hrough our public neetings and through our info inbox.
But, as | nentioned, |ike, we're happy to adjust where we
can and where it's reasonable, and, you know, we don't
want to create new inpacts, and we also want to mnim ze
the i nmpacts that kind of where -- of the existing |ine,
et cetera. So we're happy to hear feedback that can be
i ncor por at ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'ve never sat in your
chair, but when | hear you tal king about the
coordinating, and |I'mjust thinking now about those three
or four houses that we saw in the flyover yesterday, and
t he comment that Menber Hi Il nade a nonent ago that some
woul d prefer the pole in the backyard and sone in the
front yard. And the coment by Menber Mercer next to ne
about sone would prefer the gal vani zed and sone woul d

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 278

prefer the Corten, golly, how many quarters do you have
to flipin the air on that?

And so |'m posing that background to the
foll owi ng question: Suppose of the four houses, house
nunber one said, golly, this is closest to ny house,
get to choose the color of the pole, so | want the

gal vani zed, but the people up the Iine and down the |ine

all wanted the Corten. Do you -- does everybody get
Corten or does everybody get -- or do you pick and choose
and so on and so on. | -- 1 don't think I'd want your

job for a whole | ot of noney.

MR, PH LLIPS: Appreciate that. It is an
interesting challenge. W also have to be aware that
creating -- switching poles back and forth creates an
adverse cunul ative inpact as well. So it's sonething we
have to bal ance the feedback fromindividuals, feedback
fromcomunity, and then feedback from jurisdictions as
wel | .

And so partially is making adjustnents
where we can that are reasonable w thout invalidating the
| arger scale inpacts to the community. And then the
ot her aspect of it is coordinating with WAPA.  So we'l |
nmention again that this WAPA easenent was in place prior
to the housi ng devel opnent, you know, it was built around
it. And, you know, we just have to be cogni zant of, you
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know, WAPA has its own processes as well. So we're kind
of creating a part- -- creating a connection here between
the community through our outreach and WAPA that we're
trying to marry to an effort, but it is a conplicated one
and one that | think is ever evolving, |ike, the point of
the work that Black Forest Partners did from 2008 all the
way to when we joined in 2022, and then fromthen until
now and then now until construction is going to be a
process in which we're continuing to solicit feedback.
And, unfortunately, | don't think you can ever nake

100 percent of people happy, but hopefully we can get
enough i ncorporated and enough, you know, tweaks nuade
based on the | ocal feedback that we kind of have a
project that does the nost good and is the |east

i mpact ful .

So that's kind of the target, but again, we
have to be careful about acquiescing to every request,
given that there could be outsized inpacts of individual,
you know, requests, so it's sonething that we have to
bal ance, so it's a chall enge.

MEMBER KRYDER  And, by the way, ny house
is on the market, and the pendi ng purchaser wants the
ot her col or.

MS. BELLAVI A: Exactly.

MR PHILLIPS: Thank you.
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MR AGNER: So the last KOP I want to cover
is KOP Number 9. KOP Nunber 9 is representative of
travel route viewers along Interstate 10, and is a view
that is facing west, westbound traffic. Here viewers
wi |l have an unobstructed view, which makes sense, we are
al ong the highway, and there really should not be any
obstructed views when you're traveling al ong the hi ghway
at fast speeds.

Overall, we found that the |ines, forns,
and textures will be simlar to those of the existing
WAPA transmi ssion |ine, but again, at a greater scale
because the structures are taller. Because of that, the
changes to the | andscape will result in a weak to
noder at e degree of contrast with | ow to noderate inpacts.
And, again, the use of dull gal vani zed nonopol es woul d
i ntroduce color contrast, but it would blend into the
| andscape nore snoothly, as has been descri bed previously
by other comm ttee nenbers; however, the brown weathering
steel structure finish would renove the color contrast.

So I'll end the visual resource section by
just saying | think a thene that you may have sensed
t hroughout all the KOPs is that overall we found that the
CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route will be simlar in form
and line, but it may vary in color and scale, relative to
the multiple instances of transm ssion |ine
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infrastructure that is present wthin the study area.

And that overall, based on our analysis of the CEC Apache
to Vail upgrade route, it will have a low to
noder at e- hi gh vi sual inpact on sensitive viewers.

And, as described previously, for federal
| ands, for both BLM and Forest Service |ands, the project
has been determned to be in conpliance with the
appropri ate visual resource management objectives, and
t hat no Resource Managenent Pl an amendnment was required
for the appropriate BLMor U.S. Forest Service plans.

So overall, based on all this information,
we have determ ned that the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade
route is conpatible wth visual resources.

MS. BELLAVIA: Ckay. 1'll nove on to
cultural resources, if there's no other questions on
vi sual .

(No response.)

MS. BELLAVIA: Geat. GCkay. As
background, you've heard us nention several tines that
there was a federal environnental process, and as part of
t hat BLM and WAPA consulted with stakehol ders and tri bal
nati ons to devel op a Programmati c Agreenent. The
devel opnent of that Progranmatic Agreenent, or PA,
started around 2012, which was when the EI S was
initiated, and was finalized and signed around 2015. It
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Is an attachnment to BLM and WAPA's Records of Deci sion.

And that Programmatic Agreenent,
essentially is an agreenent between parties with
jurisdiction in the project and tribal nations that
outlines all of our preconstruction obligations and
requi rements, how mtigation, avoi dance, and/or treatnent
of identified cultural resources wll be handl ed, et
cetera. So the PAis really the framework for
consultation with tri bes and stakehol ders, inventory of
the right-of-way and project facilities, devel opnent of
treatnent options, et cetera, that PAis the framework
for that, and is in place, and we continue to -- that PA
wll be in place, frankly, through deconm ssi oning and
applies to preconstruction, construction, and operation
and mai nt enance and deconmmi ssi oni ng.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you, sir.

Just | ooking at slide 137 here, the second
point. "As well as 21 tribal nations,” within this
project there are 21 tribal nations that you had to touch
or in the whol e package?

MS. BELLAVIA: That's a good question.

It's -- the BLM and WAPA consulted with 21
tri bes across the whol e of the project, sone have
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ancestral ties in New Mexico, sonme in Arizona, but it's a
bit of a m x.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. That's what |
assunmed, but | didn't -- thank you for the clarification.

MS. BELLAVIA:  You bet. Good question.

As | nentioned, that Progranmmtic Agreenent
isin place, and it requires that we conplete
conmprehensive Class Il Cultural Resource Surveys, that
we have send those reports -- and, rather, | should say,
WAPA and BLM send those reports to the consulting
parties, again, including the tribes. W have conpl eted
a Cass IlIl survey of 99 percent of the route. There's
one snmall area, which I'l|l touch on. But in general our
inventory of the route is conplete, and the reports have
been sort of segnented. So we have one report, for
exanpl e, for New Mexi co, one inventory report for Arizona
new build, and then a separate report for Arizona
upgrade. This would be the Arizona upgrade.

That report was -- the first version of it
was finalized late in 2025, and it was distributed to the
consulting parties, including all of those tribes in late
2025. | believe we have finished the first review cycle
of that report, the Programmati c Agreenent requires two,
and, you know, we received comments or, rather, BLM and
WAPA do. The report is revised, sent back out, et

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 284

cetera. But the inventory report of this portion of the
proj ect has been conpleted, and is in consultation
currently.

So | ooki ng at the application here, we
really relied on the conpleted Cass | and Cass 111
reports that, again, are required by the federal
governnent, and we -- as | nentioned before, the study
area for the application was -- is one mle, the
exception actually here being we used .25 mles, in part
because there's an extraordi nary anount of cultural
resources within a mle, but also the Programmtic
Agreenent defines sort of the APE in a specific way, and
we're attenpting to be consistent wwth that. So we
really | ooked at the corridor and this quarter mle
radi us buffer study area for the application.

As part of the PA the Arizona State Land
Departnent, Arizona State Historic Preservation Ofice,
and Pima County are recipients of the reports that are
sent out, again, such as the inventory report. And we
have conpl eted 100 percent survey of the WAPA
ri ght-of-way. The one little pocket, | nentioned we have
a small area that is not surveyed, it's that -- really
kind of that blue box that Menber Little noticed up by
the Vail Substation, that sort of conpletes the potenti al
north end of our corridor. That one little area is on, |
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think State Land, and we still have to finish the survey
of that. |It's sort of a cone up as part of this process
and we wll survey that, report on it, and it will be

sent to SHPO, et cetera. So that is one little gap we
have, but it is in progress.

Ckay. So | ooking at the CEC corridor,

there are -- and this is just for the Apache to Vai
upgrade corridor -- there are 60 archaeol ogical sites
docunmented within the -- sorry -- within the study area,

27 of those are in the corridor. So, again, 60 in the
broader area, 27 within the corridor. O those 27, 14
are eligible, either determ ned or suggested eligible for
inclusion in the National or State Register of Historic
Pl aces. El even of those have been determ ned or
recommended not eligible for those national and state
registers, and two sites eligibility just has not yet
been det er m ned.

30 of the sites in the study area,
including 13 sites in the corridor are associated with
I ndi genous or prehistoric use of the area. And then 26
of the sites in the study area, including 15 within the
corridor, are basically a variety of late historic era
activities in-use structures.

In review ng the historic age structures,
we say here 26 in-use historic era structures in the
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study area, 22 in the corridor, those in-use structures
are basically transm ssion |ines, railroad, roads, and
gas pipelines. So they're not standing structures such
as like an historic barn, they are transm ssion, roads,
rail road, et cetera.

There is one historic district in the study
area, just south of and adjacent to the CEC corridor,
that's the Enpirita Ranch Rural Historic District. That
is listed on the National Register; however, the
footprint of the project, i.e., the corridor, is not
wthin that district, adjacent to it.

In terns of the potential physical i|npacts
of the project, i.e., when we construct the project and
there are the sites in the CEC corridor or WAPA
ri ght-of-way, 20 of the resources are eligible or
uneval uated for the National Register, 16 -- there are 16
archaeol ogi cal sites and four in-use |inear features.

Where we can, we are | ooking at disturbance
pl anni ng such as, |like, tenporary use areas, et cetera,
to avoid or span as many of those resources as possible.
In sone cases, it will be difficult to extend a span | ong
enough to avoid a resource altogether or we m ght have to
wei gh ot her requests or requirenents for spanning, but in
general, our approach is to span and avoid as nany
resources as possible. The Programmatic Agreenment really
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| ays out if we cannot avoid inpacts to resources what
we'll have to do. That will be docunented in an historic
properties treatnent plan. That's sort of the next step
after the inventory process is conplete. And so we do
not have the HPTP, I'IIl call it, Hi storic Property
Treatnent Plan, that is not yet drafted, but wll be
drafted in consultation and coordination with WAPA and
BLM And, simlar to the inventory reports, wll also be
sent out to the consulting parties for review and i nput.

The PA also requires that there is a
neeting of the consulting parties during the devel opnent
of the historic properties treatnent plan, so not only is
the report sent out for review and comment, BLM and WAPA
wll host a neeting with those parties to discuss the
treatment of resources and di scuss options so that
process is -- will be ongoing, but again, those steps are
really articulated in our PA

And simlar, in terns of visual effects,
there are ten resources in the CEC corridor that are
potentially visually sensitive. They are simlar in
nature to the ones | tal ked about in terns of the
physi cal effects. There's A d Sonoita H ghway, a
railroad, one historic canal, State Route 83, Enpirita
Road. There are four prehistoric sites, they're really
rock alignnment features that m ght be visually sensitive.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 288

Those wll all -- the visual effects of the project are
also required to be considered by BLM and WAPA, as part
of their consultation.

There's a Visual Resources Inventory Report
specific to the cultural resources of the project that is
requi red and i n devel opnent, |ike, the same process for
that as with the field survey. So the inventory phase of
the project is fairly conplete. The design, as we've
nmentioned, is in progress, design will determ ne a | ot of
the need for mtigation, as well as the consultation
process, we'll lay that out. But again, all of that is
required and outlined in our PAin sone fashion in
progr ess.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| know that there's a shroud of
protectivity around these cultural sites, and so |
certainly don't want to violate that, but nmy question
went toward | was not aware of the little obelisk
commenorating the first --

MS. BELLAVI A: State engineer.

MEMBER KRYDER: -- superintendent of
hi ghways in Arizona, M. Cobb. Wuld sonething |like that
be a qualified cultural resource?
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MS. BELLAVIA: That's a good question.

In general, a cultural resource is
protected by the State or National Register would have to
be at | east 50 years ol d.

MEMBER KRYDER: How nany?

MS. BELLAVIA: 50. So not commenorating --
not that the person is over 50, that would be me, but
whet her the nenorial itself is. | don't know t he age of
that nenorial but it has not cone up as historic.

MEMBER KRYDER: It was put in in about

1918.
MS. BELLAVIA: The nenorial itself?
MEMBER KRYDER: Uh-huh. By the first
governor, Governor Hunt. I'mnot sure of the 1918, but

it was relatively in the very early 1920s, so it would

probably fit under your category. | didn't know if -- |
didn't know what a cultural resource was. |'ve got an

idea, but | think it's probably about 45 percent wong,
SO --

MS. BELLAVIA: [|'Il doubl e-check that one,
it did not cone up in our inventory for the CEC, but |
can certainly check into it, but I think -- if it is plus
50 years, in general --

MEMBER KRYDER: No, don't worry about it.

MS. BELLAVI A: Ckay.
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MEMBER KRYDER: -- | was -- | just thought
maybe off the top of your head you woul d know and what
you gave ne is addition to ny 45 percent error, |'m now
down to 44 percent.

MS. BELLAVIA: Well done. Ckay.

Ckay. | think we can nove on.

We, as part of the ACC SHPO consul tation
checklist for conpliance, we did send a letter to the
State Historic Preservation Ofice. That letter was sent
Sept enber 29th. W did receive a response fromthe SHPO
on Cctober 31st. On slide 144, you can see a snapshot of
the letter that was sent, which is included in Exhibit E
And then SHPO s response is also included here on slide
144. The short of their response was they agree with the
approach for the project, and noted, as | nentioned, that
there is a 14.5-acre parcel that still needs survey,
whi ch we acknowl edge. And that we will need to conplete

that survey and continue to consult wth SHPO, which we

will do.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: It was 1927.
MS. BELLAVIA: Thank you, sir.
Movi ng on.
In conclusion, with regard to cul tural
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resources, we will continue to consult and coordi nate
wth SHPO Really the federal process |ed by BLM and
WAPA wi Il drive a |lot of that, as does the Programmatic
Agreenent. The -- this statenent here, "The applicant

W ll share the results of any Class Ills associated with
the upgrade route.” As | nentioned, they did receive the
first version of that inventory report for the full |ine
late in 2025, and when we conpl ete that 14.5-acre survey
they will receive that as well. W are avoiding sites as
nmuch as possi bl e by spanni ng and avoi dance, in general,
and then where we cannot, those treatnment needs wll be
outlined in our HPTP once drafted.

Are you good, Robin?

Ckay. | wanted to touch on sone of the
tribal outreach efforts. Sone of this is outlined and
articulated in Exhibit J, which is kind of nore broadly
about public outreach, but | wanted to focus on the
tribal portion of that here. As | walk through this, |
kind of have it broken into two parts. There's the
tribal outreach that's required by the federal
governnent, the details of this are in Exhibit J -- it's
cont agi ous, Robin -- and then I will go over also sone of
t he outreach that Southline has undertaken, which is
separate fromthe federal process.

In short, BLMand is re- -- BLM and WAPA
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are required to and they did initiate

gover nnent -t o- governnent consultation with tribes that
have interest in the project area. They initiated that
in 2012, again, as part of the NEPA process. Tribes were
invited to participate as cooperating agencies if they so
chose. They were provided information, such as scoping
reports, asked to participate in devel opnent of
alternatives, et cetera. They were provided copies of

t he EIS.

So, really, BLMtried to be consistent and
coordinate with tribes throughout the NEPA process j ust
regarding the EIS. They're also the sort of
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent and Section 106 coordi nati on and
obligations, which they al so conpleted. The details of
t he governnent's outreach to tribes is summarized in
Table J-9, in Exhibit J of the application. Wuat | can
say about what's in Table J-9 is that those are the
communi cations that we're aware of. There nay be others
bet ween the governnent and the tribes that we do not know
about, but at |east as far as communi cations that
Sout hl i ne was either copied on or nade aware of, those
are summarized in Table J-9.

Menber Kryder asked about the 21 tri bes,
these are all 21 here on slide 151. | won't go through
these, but as you can see there, a mx of tribes based in
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Arizona and New Mexi co. And others not based in Arizona
and New Mexi co, but that have ancestral clains, for
exanple, the Ft. Sill Apache Tribe of Cklahona are |isted
here, as are the Kiowa and Comanche. They're not based
in Arizona or New Mexico, but those three tribes, in
particul ar, have ancestral ties, nore in New Mexico than
in Arizona. But these are the tribes that the BLM and
WAPA consulted with, and -- initially during the NEPA
process and who they continue to consult with. These
tribes receive the reports, and they're on any
communi cati on from BLM about cultural resources.

That 1s kind of a quick summary of the
f ederal governnent outreach, but | want to talk you
through a little bit of our own sort of separate
engagenent with tribes. Really, in 2025, we hired a
dedicated tribal lead. She's a consultant to Southline,
and she is Comache herself, and she is supporting a few
of our other projects, but is very dedicated and focused
to our work on Southline. So she -- we essentially took
a look at the tribes that the governnment was consulting
wth, those 21, revisited sone of the guiding
consul tation things, such as there's the Arizona State
Hi storic Preservation Ofice Tribal Toolkit. And then
the State of New Mexico has sonething simlar. So we did
refer to those two just to nake sure ancestral ties to
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| ands in the project area haven't changed in sone
fashi on. For exanple, that we m ght inadvertently not
include a tribe that had tribal interest and it -- our
research in 2025 shows that it's the sane tribes.

So through our tribal |ead, we have sent
emails with project information, requests to neet,
offering information that they requested. You know, in
many cases, many of the tribal historic preservation
officers were not on -- in their roles back in 2012,
2015, when the NEPA process started, and so they
may -- we're finding that they may not have access to the
|l ong history of inventory reports and consultation, and
we have a sort of library of those that we're able to
offer when they need it. And so it's been very hel pful
to nmake these connections. W' ve had neetings wth,
think the slide here says 9 of the 21, | believe that
nunber is up to 12 now. But | think you heard
M. Phillips nention that we went and presented in
Decenber to the Four Southern Tri bes working group, and
present ed about the project, kind of discussed our
overal |l plan and answered any questi ons, offered to cone
nmeet individually with any of the tribes or conduct field
visits if they so desired. So, in general, we' ve had
very strong engagenent fromthe tribes.

As | said, we've sent many enmils, our
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tribal liaison, Terra Argo, follows up with phone calls
if we don't get responses, and we've had contact with 19
of the 21 tribes. Only two so far we just haven't been
able to get a response from And those two are the,
which | wote down, of course | can't find it easily --
oh, sorry, the Tonto Apache, which are in Arizona, and
then the Puebl o Tesuque, which is in New Mexico. W']I
continue to try to connect with them Those are just two
that we haven't had contact with yet. But everybody el se
has either responded to an email, answered the phone,
invited us to present, et cetera.

|'d say, in general, the kind of questions
we're getting are about when are we going to start
constructi on, what does construction | ook |Iike, where is
the -- when is the HPTP going to be ready for their
review. And then | think the other thing we've heard and
are very open to is there is an interest in tribes
providing their own tribal nonitors during construction.

That is, you know, not a request that iIs
out of range for us. W're happy to entertain that and
have told them as nuch, and we'll continue to coordinate
with tribes that express that interest to make sure we
can provide opportunities for themto nonitor.

MR PH LLIPS: Thank you.

Can | have the clicker. Thank you.
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|'ll present on noise and signal
interference. So the existing anmbi ent background sound
| evel s for this kind of rural area there have been
estimated at 40 dBA during the day and 34 dBA at night.
We have a sound kind of table here to help put that in
context of where that falls. 1'Il note that that's kind
of a summary of the conditions across the full line. W
didn't do on-site averaging. And as with the proximty
of 1-10, 1'd say that this is a little bit of an atypi cal
rural area, where we have a lot of the line adjacent to
or nearby 1-10, which is a pretty significant noise
creation. So this is nore of a typical rural
envi ronnment .

So we conpared that to the expected and
nodel ed corona noise in a fair weather condition for the
double-circuit line. 1'lIl note that a few stages here.
Firstly, we wanted to | ook at construction noise, which
Is typically the |largest inpact froma noi se perspective
of transm ssion devel opnent, with constructi on equi pnent
being in the 70 to 90 dBA limt, which is -- would
qualify as | oud, consistent with heavy nmachinery.

Ceneral ly, local community nmenbers
experience protection fromthat due to limted
construction hours, so we're not constructing during
quiet tine hours at night, but in typical cases, and
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focused on trying to mnimze the tine in which
construction activity happens. And the duration of that
construction activity near to residences. And so that's
alimted inpact associated with just construction
activities when on-site at a pole |ocation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you had a

question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

| " mcurious, a physics question here, are
t hese noi ses cumul ative? | nean, do they add, so if

you' ve got an estimated ambi ent noi se of 40 deci bels, and
then you build a transm ssion line, does that, if there
IS sone corona noise fromthe transm ssion |ine, does
that add to the estimted anbient noise or is it just not
di scerni bl e, because it's |less than the anbi ent noise?

MR PH LLIPS: So |I believe that the -- it
is not additive, it is whether it is discernible conpared
to the anbient noise. |I'mgetting a nod fromny expert
in the background.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Excellent. Thank you.

MR PH LLIPS: So construction noi se was
articulated in the FEIS analysis -- or the EI S and NEPA
anal ysis and the current planned construction is
consi stent wth that band of inpact and, again, you know,
wor ki ng t hrough normal working hours to mnimze that
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I npact of construction noise at quiet tinmes, specifically
at night, when you have a nuch | ower anbi ent noi se.

When you | ook at the corona noise of the
230 and 345 circuit, we've nodeled it here, the estinated
corona noi se of the 230 circuit is 25 dBA at the 100-f oot
ri ght-of-way edge, and 20.7 dBA at the 150-foot
ri ght-of-way edge. And that woul d be state | ands where
we assune that there could be expansions to 150 feet, but
for private lands we're sticking within the 100-f oot
ri ght - of - way.

Wth the 345 circuit, as nodel ed, 28 dBA at
100-f oot right-of-way edge, and 26.5 dBA at 150-f oot
right-of-way edge. Again, these are during fair weather
conditions. So I'll note that typically the engi neers
| ook at worst-case conditions, which is poor weather, so
rain creates a potential for higher corona noise, but the
anbi ent doesn't take into account that. So anbient noise
during rain is significantly higher than anbi ent noise
w t hout poor weat her conditions.

And so, you know, conparing the worst-case
during fair weather is not really -- it's apples and
or anges, when conparing agai nst the anbi ent noi se | evel.
But, of note, the FEI S eval uated corona noi se i npacts as
high as 52.4 dBA in worst-case conditions at right-of-way
edge, and the 230/ 345 fall below that, even at worst-case
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conditions during poor weather. So it is consistent wth
the anal ysis that was perforned.

And we have nodeled all that here on the --
t he, you know, the anbient conditions and the estinated
corona noise in fair weather and then the tenporary
construction noise and note it's limted to avoid quiet
hours here on the sound graph.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Thank you, sir.

M. Phillips, | was just nonitoring at
| east the kind of play toy nonitor that | have on ny
phone, and you were running between 45.2 and 55.1, so
pl aci ng that on your scale, you see that it folds in very
ni cely your corona would not blow either end off of that.

MR PH LLIPS: Yeah, based on the nodel
val ues, correct.

MEMBER HILL: | just want to suggest that
t he applicant maybe even just put that on the description
next time, so when you're in front of us again you can
just remnd us that there's field with insects and qui et
rural area, and we fall right between.

MR PH LLIPS: |'m probably on the higher
end; Cara nay be on the |ower end of it.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very much for the
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analysis here. This is -- this is very cool.

MR PHILLIPS: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do have one npbre question
about this area. There are sone graphs in the
application that show the 230-kV line and the 345-kV |ine
anticipated noise relative to the distance fromthe
transm ssion line, and |I' mwonderi ng whet her those are
additive. |If you ve got the 230-kV line and the 345-kV
line, are we | ooking at the sumof the two, so nore in
the 45- to 50-deci bel range?

MR PH LLIPS: So | can address that. So

there is a slight additive nature, but it's not adding

themon top of each other, so they would still fall bel ow
t he val ues expected. It's nore so that you may see
slight increases, | think nmaybe -- we can work on getting

you the specific nunber, but it's definitely not adding
t hose two nunbers together.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Being an engi neer,

|'"d love to see a fornula or sonething, if you can find

one.
MR PHLLIPS: WII do.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
MR PH LLIPS: Signal interference and EM,
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just to note that the project design will adhere and
ensure that the electric magnetic fields, the noise
generation, the TV and radio interference are all wthin
acceptabl e i ndustry standards and state and federal
regulations. O note, we've applied the Tucson Electric
standard to the majority of our design to ensure that we
are consistent wwth the regional utilities in the area,
and al so i ncorporate WAPA standards as well into design.

So all of those are included as we have
been working to design the project, to ensure that we
adhere to the regional protections that the typical | ocal
utilities adhere to.

One thing | should have nentioned on the,
just the noise on the 115, the existing 115 line. And
this goes for EMF and signal interference as well, the
existing line is aged. It -- typically, with the ol der
equi pnrent, that hasn't been experiencing, you know,
weat her and degradation inmpacts over tine, you get,
quot e-unquot e, what engineers call "noisy lines," and
that could be noisy froma literal corona noise
perspective and froman el ectrical nagnetic interference
per specti ve when you have abrasions and devi ations from
an uncl ean piece of equipnent, you get a particularly
noi sy |i ne.

So one of the benefits of the design
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changes, both froma noise and signal interference and
EMF perspective is with the taller towers, wth a higher
cl earance fromreceptors, plus with newer equipnent that
is designed to current specs and is going to be installed
brand- new wi t hout degradation, you're going to have a
mar ked i nprovenent of just the performance of the |ine.

Now, wth the higher voltage you do
potentially have higher inpacts, but partially offset by
the fact that the existing line is particularly old
conpared to sone of the others that you would conpare it
to.

So froman el ectronagnetic field
per spective, our nodeling shows that the 230/345 from a
maxi mum per specti ve woul d actually generate | ower
magnetic fields than the 115. And that's, you know, when
you | ook at the sane kind of typical graphs on
ri ght-of-way, you're higher off the ground and nore
efficient equipnent, and then the -- it would generate
hi gher electric fields than the 115 line, but consistent
w th energy standards in the area.

And then we've included sone industry EMF
gui delines just as a reference, and then sone of the
typi cal househol d EMF sources you' re exposed to everyday,
just to put it in context, because |I know there is
sonetines sone conmunity concern about what these |ines
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do, and so we just like to put that in perspective for
fol ks and tal k about what the real inpacts could
potentially be.

Thank you.

MR AGNER So just summari zi ng everyt hing
that we went through this norning, and thank you for the
commttee for listening to our environmental
conmpati bility, based on the factors that are set forth
wthin the Arizona Revised Statute, in ny opinion, | feel
that the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route is
environnental |l y conpati bl e.

As we testified to this norning, we | ooked
at existing and future planned | and uses and found t hat
the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route is consistent with
any underlying zoning, as well as any conprehensive pl ans
wth jurisdictions that we cross. Any biological inpacts
wll either be mninmal or will be greatly reduced through
the i npl enentation of the PCEMs that we descri bed
earlier. Any visual inpacts that we have wll be
relatively limted and will stay within the existing WAPA
transm ssion line, which is already visible within the
| andscape, as well as ot her nunerous high-voltage
transm ssion |ines.

As Cara described previously, there is a
Programmati c Agreenent in place and there is ongoi ng
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Section 106 Consultation wth SHPO t hat hel ps avoi d,
mnimze, and mtigate any i npacts to archaeol ogi cal
resources that are within the CEC corridor, and the
applicant is continuing to engage with SHPO and t he
rel evant tribal contacts regardi ng archaeol ogi cal
resour ces.

We did not identify any recreational
opportunities in our CEC corridor that woul d be
significantly inpacted nor would we inpact any access to
t hose recreati onal opportunities as a result of the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route.

And then, finally, as Isaac just testified
to a nonent ago, we do not anticipate any significant
i npacts to noise or signal interference, and the inpacts
that we do describe are within the limts that were
disclosed in the original FEIS. So, again, taking
that -- all those factors into consideration, in ny
opinion, | found that the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade
route is environnental ly conpati bl e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Looks like
that's going to conclude the testinony from panel two.
Do the nenbers have any questions?

(No response.)

MS. GRABEL: Actually, M. Chairman, before
we conclude, 1'd Iike to ask one question of
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Ms. Bel |l avi a.
Q We haven't rehearsed this so watch this, just
say "yes." So if you can just turn to Exhibit SL-15.
A (M5. BELLAVI A) Just say yes she said. Yes.
Q Wienever your | awer asks you a question, just
say yes.
A (M5. BELLAVIA) Got it.
MR, PHI LLI PS: 15?
BY M5, GRABEL:
Q 15. SL-15.
(MB. BELLAVI A) Yes.
Have you seen this docunent before?

(MB. BELLAVI A) Yes.

o > O P

What is this docunent?

A (M5. BELLAVIA) This is a letter fromTEP. It
was actually referenced in ny testinony in response to
the Exhibit Hletter. |It's essentially a letter from TEP
stating thank you for the opportunity to comment. W
have no objections to this notification or these proposed
anmendnent s.

Q Thank you. No further questions.

That waps up panel two.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Any questions
from nenbers?
(No response.)
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CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Wll, | think
this is a good stopping point for |lunch and we can cone
back at 1:00 with -- you can introduce panel three.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: l"'msorry to -- but I do
have one further question.

| notice in the application that it says,
"The project is conpatible with the existing Cochise
County, Gty of Benson, Pinma County, and Gty of Tucson
zoning districts and | and use desi gnati ons upon approval
of a Conditional Use Permt for Pima County for Zone
GR1."

| didn't hear any nention of that. [|'m
wondering if that's been obtained or what the status of
that is. |It's on page B-7 of the application, that
st at enent .

MR AGNER: Menber Little, | believe that
statenent is in error. | -- that nmay have been an
initial finding, but upon further review and consultation
with Pima County, it was determ ned that this particul ar
project is conpatible with the general rural zoning
district, and that there would be no Conditional Use
Permt. So good catch, and apol ogies that that statenent
is still in there, however, | believe at this tine that
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that statenent is no | onger accurate.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Wth that we
stand in recess.

(Recessed from12:09 p.m until 1:03 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe you were about to
call your third panel.

MS. GRABEL: Indeed | was, M. Chairnan.
We'll go to panel nunmber three, in which we'll tal k about
public outreach and notice. And on this panel are
M. Phillips, M. Patterson, and M. Agner. They have
all been sworn in already.

Do you want to rem nd them of anyt hi ng

or --
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. | remnd you al
you're still under oath.
/1
/1
I
I
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| SAAC PHI LLI PS, DOUG PATTERSON, and COLI N AGNER,
called as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ckay. And before we continue with the
presentation, starting on slide, |I believe, 165, | do
have a couple of exhibits that 1'd like to lay a
foundation for.

So wwth that, M. Patterson, if you can pl ease
turn to Exhibit SL-11A, which is the sunmmary of the
public outreach that was conducted for this project.

A (MR PATTERSON) |'mthere.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A (MR PATTERSON) | have.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A (MR PATTERSON) Yes, it was.

Q And was this docunent provided in response to
paragraph 16 of the Chairman's Procedural Order in this
mat t er ?

A (MR PATTERSON) Yes, it was.
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Q Does this summary accurately convey the public
outreach perforned by Southline?

A (MR PATTERSON) It does.

Q Thank you.

And if you'll please turn to Exhibit SL-11B?

A (MR, PATTERSON) |'mthere.

Q What is this docunent?

A (MR PATTERSON) This is a public outreach
summary suppl enment.

Q And, specifically, this is the supplenent to
Exhibit J to the application, which is Exhibit SL-1, to
add updated outreach since filing the application?

A (MR, PATTERSON) Corr ect.

Q Was this docunent prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A (MR PATTERSON) Yes, it was.

Q And is it accurate?

A (MR, PATTERSON) It is.

Q Thank you.

Pl ease go ahead and continue wth the
present ati on.

A (MR PATTERSON) Great. Thank you.

So I'"'mgoing to back up and give a little
hi story and overvi ew of the outreach, and then
M. Phillips will tal k about our current outreach for
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this process. And | guess just to set the stage, we've
talked a little bit about this, but I think it's
inmportant to start with the project and really where we
started, and before we ever even had a project, Bill Kipp
and I, we had an idea, and really a phil osophy, and it
was basically based on | ooking for ways to nmaxi m ze
benefits and m nim ze inpacts. That was the phil osophy,
and we really had an approach that we wanted to really
start with stakeholders to try to frane that and to
figure out the best way to do that.

And so this idea really, you know, started, this
journey started in really 2008, 2009 tinme period, one
aspect we haven't tal ked nuch about yet in these
proceedings is we really started comng to the -- working
with the regional utilities, that was really kind of our
starting point, frankly, because we knew there was this
need for transm ssion, we started comng to the
West Connect neetings that Menber Little is very famliar
wth, I"'msure. And trying to talk to people who were,
you know, nuch nore experienced than we were, people |ike
M. Beck and others who had had decades eval uating the
systemtrying to think about where was the real needs and
opportunities, and where could there be sonme way to add
val ue.

That's what really hel ped frame the concept of
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really trying to connect the New Mexico and El Paso
systemw th the Southern Arizona system And so that was
the kind of big picture framing. But we had this
phi | osophy that could we do this in a way that would
mnimze inpacts. And that's where we started j ust
having these iterative conversations in the -- you know,
wel|l before any permtting, this is in this period before
we started off any permtting. And we just started
tal king to people, frankly, and tried to listen. And
just get feedback and, you know, back then, we started
setting up nmeetings before the official permtting
started. A |lot of people thought actually we were kind
of it crazy. And -- but we got a |lot of good feedback.
And we kept hearing consistent nessages about
try to utilize existing infrastructure, parallel the
infrastructure if you can, and -- and so that really
hel ped us frane the concepts that we took into | ooking
for routing, and that led us to a routing study that
hel ped us kind of frane how could we kind of neet the
needs of what we were trying to solve, and it was a
little different in the New Mexico portion than the
Ari zona portion, where New Mexico a | ot npbre open space,
you know, existing corridors, but less -- |ess popul ated
areas, |less, you know, fewer sensitive areas, at least in
the regi on where we were | ooking.
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But in Arizona, where, you know, | think the
state has sonething like it's only 20 percent private
| and or sonething, soneone could correct ne. But, you
know, there's a lot of public lands, tribal |ands, al
ki nds of | ands that have sensitivities. And so when we
t hought about what would be a way that coul d, you know,
neet that -- that kind of goal that we were trying to
nmeet over conbining really with the fundanmental objective
of working with the utilities, how could we inprove the
system that really led us to thinking about could we
upgr ade where there were ol der |ines.

And -- and that was really where what was
hel pful fromthe working with the utilities was |earning
about the system you know, Menber Little and others
m ght recall, and | think M. Beck nentioned it in
previ ous testinony, but part of the Southern Arizona
system you know, didn't have a | ot of connectivity,
there had been chall enges in operating that system over
time.

Wien we ki nd of cane on the scene, there was a
study group that had evaluated the Arizona system and had
really identified this old WAPA |i ne, which as we've
tal ked about a ot was built, you know, in the 1950s, it
was really the weak link in the area. And so there was
this electrical or systemreason to focus on the WAPA
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line. And -- and so upgrading that line really becane
the central focus.

But it wasn't the only idea, and | know there's
been some comments and, you know, first |I would said
we' ve had sone great comments that have cone in and al
f eedback i s good feedback and hel ps you under st and maybe
where, you know, blind spots or where we could i nprove,
but the -- | would just say that there were different
options that had been considered over tine and, you know,
still thinking about this, you know, pre-NEPA and into
t he NEPA process, there were a couple different lines
t hat we eval uat ed.

In addition to the WAPA line, there was an AEPCO
line that was evaluated for potential upgrades, but that
one had a nunber of quite chall enging constraints,

i ncl udi ng goi ng through a national nonunent. And sone
other constraints that really did not really seemlike
that would be viable, plus it really didn't neet the
el ectrical need that we were focused on.

And so long winded intro, but | think it's
i nportant, because, you know, at that point, as we kind
of headed to NEPA, really, the -- in order to neet our
obj ecti ves which was to inprove the systemin a way that
didn't have, you know, inpacts to other sensitive areas,
which | would just nmention part of that pre-NEPA
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f eedback, you know, and it's cone through in
envi ronnental panel or others, but we were getting pretty
consi stent feedback in this Southern Arizona area, you
know, whether it was fromfol ks focused on the
envi ronnent and the sensitivity of kind of the San Pedro
Val | ey, for exanple, or tribal, you know, comments and
concerns which Ms. Bellavia nentioned. But also the
mlitary where Ft. Huachuca has a very i nportant
el ectronics testing range that operates in this area.
And all of those entities expressed, | ook, no
one really wants new i nfrastructure, but if you're going
to build it, if you could keep it in existing corridors
or, even better, inprove or upgrade existing -- existing
infrastructure, that was the pretty clear consensus of a
| ot of stakeholders. And so that really hel ped us, by
the time we got to, you know, thinking about really
taking this into permtting and by that point we felt
li ke we had a strategy that -- that nmade sense fromthe
technical and utility perspective, but al so, you know,
this potential strategy of permtting, that's really what
we took into NEPA, and that really led to the -- to our
subm ssion of our right-of-way application and really
started kicking off the formal federal process.
That process -- so we started with kind of our
own just applicant outreach. W had |ots of neetings,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 315

you know, |'ve touched on it alittle bit in this kind of
pre-NEPA time period that hel ped | ead into the formal
NEPA outreach that really started, you know, around in
2012. And there were official scoping neetings, that
process really started -- that outreach was really | ed by
t he agenci es, BLM and WAPA, and we were a part of that,
but the way that they brought that to the public and the
way it was noticed and communi cated, they took the | ead
and we tried to anplify that and follow up and do
everything we could to get the word out and foll ow up and
comruni cate, but we really needed to follow their |ead as
that process worked its way through.

And then follow ng that federal process, that's
when we cane first, you know, to the State process, first
with Arizona and submitted our initial CEC application in
2016. And then we've tal ked through kind of the
subsequent amendnent with Vail to Tortolita and where we
are today. But there's been nultiple rounds of public
nmeetings in Arizona, | think at | east seven. | know when
we were recently in Wllcox, | think | counted -- 1've
been personally to at | east nine different neetings over
the last five -- 15 years, public neetings that we've
hosted in WIllcox alone. And so it's been critical and a
key part of our, you know, just of our strategy, of our
belief system frankly, and so it's been a very critical
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part and -- of how we do everything.

As we noved into the -- in the pre-NEPA -- |'ve
touched on sone of this, but we had, you know, neetings
both with jurisdictional entities to help franme
opportunities, as well as public neetings along the route
for the whole project, but specifically here in Arizona,
W | cox, Benson, Tucson, Marana, back when it was for the
full upgrade section, this is just an exanple of sonme of
the entities that -- that -- that were consulted with and
engaged with over that tine period.

Wien we got into the -- into the federal EI'S
process, the goal really was to informthe public of the
proposed project, again, really, this was Agency | ed and
Sout hl i ne supported, but we tried to answer any
questions, take in feedback, and really kind of
communi cate and anplify what was going on. There was a
formal -- formally noticed conmmuni cation of this effort
that BLM and WAPA | ed, and in comment periods and as a
whol e series of public neetings, as shown on slide 174.

And so | guess just to kind of recap the -- and
then carrying that forward, we've just continuously
| ooked to solicit feedback, we still do, we will to the
day that this project is put in service and beyond. And,
you know, we -- we focus on trying to have as nany
personal interactions as we can, which is why you can see
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such a, you know, strong, good teamthat we bring to

t hese events and host these neetings that we have. 1It's
important to us. You know, thankfully we found a partner
in Gid United who has a shared, you know, phil osophy and
commtnent to this type of effort. And, you know, it's
led us -- and | will credit the Gid United team as

well -- into thinking -- looking for other ways where we
can have a positive benefit.

You know, the best thing is if you can avoid
some type of inpact. Sonetines, you know, we have to try
to mnimze it, like with upgrading a line, and, you
know, there may be sone inpacts that -- there wll always
be some inpacts, and so we do recognize that. You know,
this project will be hosted in comunities and that's one
of the reasons that we've really focused on a community
i nvestnent program in addition to the other efforts that
we | ead. And, you know, no one better than |Isaac and his
teamto kind of talk through this, since they've really
captained this and done a great job, and but naybe |'l|
hand it over to M. Phillips to kind of take it into our
current out reach.

A (MR PH LLIPS) Sure. Thank you, Doug.

You know, | covered this on the first day
relating to the public engagenent, direct community
benefit program investnent programthat we work on, so
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just the sane infornmation that we, outside of the
formali zed stakehol der approach associated with
permtting a regulatory requirenents, we do make an
effort outside of that with direct comrunications with
st akehol ders and | andowners, and other jurisdictions to
figure out ways that we can provide value. To Doug's
poi nt, you know, every project has its inpacts, so how
can we mnimze them how can we mtigate them how can
we bring val ue.

| will talk a little bit about the outreach that
we' ve done in 2025, but I'Il just highlight the inmages
that we see on 178, Benson Lantern Festival in 2024, |
took that photo. Arizona Gane & Fish Departnent, we had
a site visit outside of the WIllcox Playa to di scuss
i mpacts in 2025, you've got the back of ny head right
there. And then we actually were the prize pig buyer at
t he Hidal go County Fair, | think that's Hi dal go County
Fair, in 2025, so that's our teamwth the prize pig this
year.

So an interesting, |like, we get a |ot of
interesting requests for participation, you know, things
li ke the Deming Duck Race in New Mexico, |ike, very
interesting local events, in addition to -- where we can,
you know, show up, answer questions, participate, but
also in addition to larger infrastructural investnents
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that we also work on with communities.

So follow ng the conpl eti on of NEPA and the CEC
processes and the anendnent of the CEC in 2021, you know,
as Doug nentioned, Southline primarily coordi nated
t hrough WAPA who was the | ead on the upgrade segnent for
st akehol der engagenent and the nmanagenent of their
right-of-way as a |l ead on the project and not under the
CEC.

When it becane kind of nore clear and the roles
and responsibilities adjusted in 2025 as we worked on
design, we noved forward with this anendnent and the
enhanced public engagenent that we perforned in 2025, to
ensure that the community was getting the additional
information relating to the proposed project changes and
getting additional communication relating to the project
as a whole in this segnent, which WAPA had previously
managed. So in support of that, I'lIl talk through a
vari ety of public engagenent nechani sns that we have
utilized to support both the CEC and then generally to
solicit public feedback on the information that we
provi ded yesterday and today.

Firstly, I'll note we have naintai ned an active
public website for -- throughout devel opment. So here we
tal k about establishing a website, we established a CEC
Ari zona Corporation Comm ssion section on our existing
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website, but we've been publicizing the project for a
nunber of years on our website with points of contact so
that interested parties could get in touch with our

devel opnent team And these are nmanaged actively, so
that's an emai|l address, a telephone line, and a mailing
address that people can submt information to.

We added additional information relating to all
of the filings and information that we provided at public
nmeetings this year onto the website. W ran -- we
i mpl enented a ki nd of conprehensi ve newspaper, soci al
nmedi a, and nmailing exercise for the notifications
relating to the project, the public neetings, and this
hearing. And then we also installed a virtual open house
on the website that coul d be accessed at any tine, and
we've left it open so that folks didn't have like a
limted period of tine in which they could access it.

O note, we've also published all the
information that you could get at the public open houses,
the i n-person and virtual open houses, online and
accessi bl e and downl oadabl e by the comunity. So we
don't have any restrictions on their use of that info and
that's all on our website. And | will talk through the
publ i c open houses that we perforned in 2025 shortly, but
just a few photos on slide 180 of the open houses. W' ve
got, on the left-hand side -- excuse ne, this is the Red
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Barn Event Center in the city of Benson. This is the
Pi ma County Fairgrounds, where we held a neeting. And
this is the WIllcox Community Center, in the town of
W I | cox.

| mentioned this previously, but we have
dedi cated project-specific email address and points of
contact with an Ari zona phone nunber for folks to secure
addi tional information, ask questions, and provide public
comment. We have an Arizona-based nuiling address, and
we have nai ntai ned these and will continue to nmaintain
t hem t hr oughout devel opnment, so we're not closing
anything off. W -- honestly, while we've been sitting
here we've gotten two phone calls requesting infornmation
that our team s been managing, so this is a continually
managed process and sonething that our teamtakes
seriously and al so works to provide answers to all the
questions that cone in.

| have here the project email address,
Connect @out hl i netransm ssi on.com our telephone |ine and
our mailing address. And then al so our website -- or
invitation to the Southline Transm ssi on open house, an
exanple of the invitation to the open houses. The
project website that | nentioned that we' ve naintained
for years is Southlinetransm ssion.com W Kkeep it up to
date as new informati on becones available. It is for the
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conmprehensive line, so the full 270-mle line. It
contains all of our links to our full docket, a
permtting history, news about the project, information

t hat we have up to date about the project, and we have
supplenented it this year with a CEC- focused, the Apache
to Vail upgrade route- focused segnent, so that people
can get additional information, nore detailed information
about this segnent specifically. |1t has project team and
contact information. And, as | nentioned, we keep our
virtual tour -- virtual open house and our open house
details published on it as well. And we have made key
docunents avail able for downl oad and vi ewi ng on that
website.

Since we've been kind of in this process and
filed our application for anendnent, we've received over
9,500 site visits to the site between October and
Decenber of 2025, associated with the tim ng of our
public nmeetings and application. And we have a few
screenshots on slide 187 of the website and the
information that you can find on it.

To support our open houses -- well, first, 1'IlI
start with the project outreach. So we conpiled a
mailing list for project comrunications in the Apache to
Vai | upgrade segnent with a nailing list for |andowners
and residents within one mle of the requested CEC
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corridor, and that's everyone that was in the public
record, so that's over 4,500 individuals. And then an
addi tional 127 rel evant stakeholders, and this includes
jurisdictions, federal and state agencies, County
officials and departnents, and tribe entities as well, to
ensure that rel evant stakeholders, in addition to just
those within a mle, but |I think we al so included
everyone within -- all jurisdictions within five mles or
ot her rel evant stakehol ders that had been identified

t hrough our previous permtting processes or through any
addi ti onal outreach were included on that as well.

So that was devel opnent of a mailing list for us
to effectively advertise for open houses and for
information related to the project, so that's how we set
up our initial list. W then send an infornmational
letter with, you know, conprehensive information about
t he upgrade route, the description and the map of the
project and what we're proposing. The in-person open
house event details, contact information and a web
address so fol ks could find additional information. CQur
virtual open house website |link, so they could
i medi ately get on the virtual open house. And then also
requests for comments and deadlines to be included in our
CEC application.

I n addition, we published in three newspapers,
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the Vail Voice, The Herald Review, and The Arizona Daily
Star prior to the neeting. And these are all provided in
Exhibit J. And these -- these namilings -- or, excuse ne,
t hese newspaper postings which we have an exanpl e of on
slide 188, the newspaper advertisenment invited folks to
t he open house event and provided the details for themto
participate. And that was for our Novenber open house.
We al so underwent a relatively conprehensive
Facebook marketing canpai gn where we pushed open house
event details to a nunber of zip codes that -- under
whi ch the project kind of crosses -- over which the
project crosses. So from CQctober 22nd to Novenber 13t h,
we boosted advertisenments on Facebook to three zip codes
that intersect the study area. And very interestingly,
we had a nunber of attendees at the public neetings, that
specifically note that they were outside of the mailing
corridor, but they heard about this project for the first
time via Facebook. And we had 16, 000 accounts reached
via social nedia, 1,600 engagenents, including 24 shares
as well. And we're boosted on a nunber of | ocal
jurisdictional pages and | think a fire departnent page
as well, to ensure that the news got to the community
about the public neetings. And then | have on slide 188
in the mddle the social nedia advertisenent for that
t hat was boosted on Facebook. So the sanme information
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provided in the newspaper nailings -- postings and the
mai | i ngs.

So on Novenber 10th we held a public neeting at
the Red Barn Event Center in Benson, Arizona. On
Novenber 12th, we held a neeting at the Pinma County
Fai rgrounds near Vail. On Novenber 13th, we held a
neeting at the WIllcox Conmmunity Center in WII cox.
These were open house format, so we had, | think
sonmething like 12 of our team nenmbers from our
devel opnent team | ands team engineering team
construction team and environnental team So nenbers
fromall of our subject matter experts attend to support
any questions from/| ocal s.

We had a -- sonething |like 30 poster boards with
information, and all of this is available on our website
as well, with maps, overview, inpact information, visual
si mul ati ons, descriptions of the 230/ 345 design and the
potential inpacts, height descriptions, et cetera -- and
then we al so had sign-in sheets, comment forns, and
take-away informational fliers, so fol ks could take
information with them And we did keep a conment box as
well, so folks could submt witten comrents directly to
our team in addition to just the questions that we
answered |ive.

We had approximately 100 to 150 i ndividual s
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attend, hard to get a final count, because we did have a
sign-in sheet wwth 72 sign-ins, but we can't force people
to sign in, and couples would cone in and one woul d sign
and one woul dn't, so our informal count was 100 to 150
over the three events. 72 individuals signed in and we
recei ved seven comments -- witten comments. | wll say
that we answered an uncount abl e nunber of questions |ive
to the attendees, and |I'll provide a brief summary of
some of the questions we received.

Cenerally, the majority of the questions were
where is this line in relation to ny hone? And so a |ot
of the followups that our teamtook on and the
information that we provided to | andowners |live was
hel ping themto | ocate where they live in relation to the
exi sting WAPA line. W followed up with a nunber of
| andowners with specific maps we created for the
| andowner. W took their address, mapped the WAPA |i ne,
provi ded a neasurenent and sent themeither an enmail or
paper copy to their requested address, so they could see
exactly the distance of the project to their line. And
generally answered that question. And | would say that
was 75 percent of what we received.

We, additionally, had folks that already have
the WAPA |ine on their property request, and | nentioned
this earlier, for folks that are interested in where the
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final footprint will be of poles or roads, request that
we follow up with them once we have detail design

conpl ete, which we said we would, to provide nore detali
on the specific inpacts on their property. So that was
t he kind of second tier request.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you, sir.

Question, M. Phillips, going back the 75
or so years when WAPA started all of this, was there cash
t hat passed from sonebody to the | andowners? Were there
contracts signed on all of these things?

MR PHLLIPS: | can't speak specifically
to the contractual arrangenent besides to say that
there's a conbination of old public |and grants, private
easenents, and other forns of site control agreenents, so
| think the | andscape | ooked significantly different than
it does today, from an ownershi p perspective. Typically,
for any private easenents there's sone sort of cash, you
know, agreenent, but | can't speak specifically to the
terns.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | understand that

records get lost and et cetera. Wat | was getting at

was your earlier coment where people -- the primary
question was where's the pole next to -- where's the pole
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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inrelation to ny house? And if these houses were built
post-WAPA, as | think in virtually every case would be
t he situation, sonebody signed a docunent sonmewhere, and
it ought to be, you know, if the house was built 15 years
ago by the current owners, there should be sone
recollection that, yes, | signed for it and |I got 200
bucks, or whatever the nunber is.

| just wondered if your answers went toward
t hose sorts of things to say to ne as a honeowner, oh,
yeah, take a | ook at your records, you know, in 2011, you
signed on this, and you took a check hone.

MR. PATTERSON. Menber Kryder, it's a good
question, but | think in virtually all, probably al
cases, the easenent predated any of the hone, you know,
buil ding. And so WAPA has -- what WAPA's told us is that
t hey have perpetual easenents that were signed that -- so
really it predates, and we have sone visuals which -- or
we' ve | ooked at where you can clearly see, go back to
2000, |l ook at satellite imagery of the Sonoita Hills
area, for exanple, where there's been coments, there's
no hones there. The WAPA line is there. Sanme thing in
Mescal, which is the other relatively popul ated ar ea.

And so WAPA has these easenents --
per petual easenents that they obtained back in the 1950s,
that really enable themor entitle WAPAto -- to
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build -- to construct, own, operate and replace a

transm ssion |ine, and furthernore, WAPA has done a | egal
revi ew of those easenents, which they did, by the way,
prior to the Vail-Tortolita constructi on happeni ng, so
they did it for the whol e upgrade section of all their
easenents and their | egal opinion, you know, was that
WAPA has the current land rights to upgrade it from wood
pole to steel pole and fromsingle-circuit to

doubl e-circuit and to increase the voltage, all within
the existing rights that they have.

And so really any of the buil ding that
happened around the WAPA transm ssion line really should
have -- shoul d have been in coordinati on with WAPA, and
we're not privy to all of those details, but whoever the
honebui | ders were who built -- you know, it wasn't, for
exanple, that the line was built through the front yards
of these hones, it was that the hones were built, you
know, potentially into the |line's easenent or up abutting
it. And so that's really the kind of, you know, you put
your finger on one of the kind of, you know, nost
interesting points of this.

MEMBER KRYDER: You used the word three

times "perpetual,” and you really nmean these are
per pet ual ?
MR PATTERSON: That's what we've been told
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and fromthe easenents we've seen.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's such a |long tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: So, Menber Kryder, were you
asking if the current | andowners got conpensated for the
easenent ?

MEMBER KRYDER: | f sonebody got
conpensat ed, yeah

CHWN STAFFORD: Wioever the owner was back
in the '50s when they originally built the line, they got
t he easenents and all the new property -- well, | guess
t he new owners of the property that they built on, they
bought those properties subject to the easenent or
adj acent to the easenent or whatever the case may be.

MEMBER KRYDER: That was where ny question
was | eading, yes. |It's a whole different | andscape when
you |l ook at it fromthat perspective than many of the
CECs that we've | ooked at where the current applicant has
to go hat in hand, so to speak, and a checkbook in his
pocket. It's a whole different deal. And | thank you
for fishing -- fleshing that out for us -- not fishing it
out, fleshing it out -- it helps ne understand perhaps
sone of the constrictions that M. Phillips and | were

tal king about in his job a few m nutes ago.

MR PHLLIPS: And I'll note, from an
outreach perspective, | think fromny perspective it's --
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it's still very fair for underlying | andowners to request
additional detail on what this will look like. And so we
do our best, even in this event where, you know, we're
wor ki ng within a WAPA easenent, you know, it is a fair
request to get detailed informati on on pole spotting and
specific inpacts, and so this is sonething that, you
know, when the fol ks ask can we get sone information
about the proximty, we're happy to provide.

And as we get toward nore detail design,
you know, take in additional feedback, |like we did wth
Wndm ||l Ridge, you know, we can get into sone
di scussi ons on pole spotting, et cetera, and mcro-siting
to help potentially inprove inpacts on existing
| andowners t hrough coordination with them

And that's part of the purpose of these
public neetings is not just notifying about a project,
but also trying to secure the contact and feedback for
where can we best mcro-site and avoid i npact? So
regar dl ess of underlying ownershi p and paynent, et
cetera, | think it's still sonmething that we prioritize
as taking those comments and seeing if we can m ni m ze.

MEMBER KRYDER  Yeah, it was just that it
appeared to ne, with this additional information,
"perpetual” really relieves you in sonme degree. You
can't get away from perpetual. That's a big hanmer over
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t he head.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's the federal
gover nment for you

M5. GRABEL: That's what | was going to
say.

MEMBER KRYDER: Deat h and taxes, huh?

CHWN STAFFORD: And easenents, too,
apparently.

MR PH LLIPS: So in addition to the
comment s about | ocation, we did receive, you know,
comments, | think, will be reflected in the record as
wel |, you know, some concern related to potential inpacts
from noi se and EM-, which we do our best to be very clear
about and provide information that's in our application
to those | andowners and give certainty that we are
adhering to rel evant industry standards to as well. And,
generally, | think the other itemwould be we did get a
| ot of feedback on opportunities for us to get nore
engagenent with the comunity froma donati on and
sponsorshi p perspective, so fol ks giving us feedback on
that front.

One item-- two itens that we adjusted our
outreach plan to address. So the first was we had a
handful of folks indicate they were not able to attend
these neetings due to other restrictions or work. W
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al so had individuals asking for nore granul ar detail, as
| nentioned, these maps, can we | ocate where our house
is, can we neasure, et cetera, live at the neeting, and
we had maps, but we didn't have, you know, very, very
zooned i n.

And so taking that feedback, we inmedi ately
schedul ed a second round, so a second round of neetings
in Decenmber, in order to give folks that were not able to
attend the first round of three neetings an additional
opportunity to neet our team see the information, it was
avai |l abl e on our website, but get their questions
answered live. And so we held the neetings on Decenber
8th, 9th, and 10th, again, at the Red Barn Event Center
in Benson, the WIlIlcox Conmmunity Center in WIIcox, and
t he Pima County Fairgrounds near Vail.

In that neeting, we had the sanme poster
board i nformati on, project-specific maps, come with the
information, sign-in sheet, comment form et cetera. W
did i nclude nmap books, so in that neeting we printed very
detailed binders full of maps, where you could go
effectively mle by mle and look at the route and it
hel ped, live, folks that attended those neetings identify
t heir hones, because you could zoom-- you know, it was
zooned i n enough you could see your roof, say this is ny
house, and okay, here's the neasurenent.
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So alittle bit of what we were doing in
t he background as foll owups for fol ks where we were
goi ng and prepping a map for themand nailing it to them
we were doing it |ive at those neetings. W had
approxi mately 50 individuals attend those three sessions.
Across those three sessions, 36 signed in and three
coments received. Again, of the simlar vein fromthe
ori ginal round of neetings.

Qur virtual open house was hosted at
Sout hl i neopenhouse. com additionally Iinks avail able on
our main website, provided the sane i nformati on,
appl i cant overview, CEC, upgraded route description and
| ocation, |and use nmaps, visual sinulations, permtting
requi rements and a sign-in sheet and comment form W
had 808 virtual open house visits, 12 individuals
sign-in, but we did not receive any comments on the
virtual open house.

And then on slide 194, we have sone
screenshots -- 00ps, excuse nme -- sone screenshots from
the virtual open house, so this is the virtual
environnent that could be navigated by folks on the
website. W also just have this information free to
downl oad, so you don't have to actually go into the
virtual environment you can just downl oad a PDF with all
the boards and slides, you know, if you don't want to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 335

navi gate t hrough this.

So across these public engagenent
activities we had 28 comments received, 10 via phone, 10
via open house comment form and 8 via email. | wal ked
t hrough these already, but generally, focused on the
proximty of the project to the property boundaries. W
had a nunber of folks -- there's a lot of transm ssion
and pipeline in this area, so we actually did have a
nunber of folks thinking it was a pipeline getting
upgraded or another |ine getting upgraded, so just
clarifying what exact line is getting upgraded. And then
| did overview sone of the concerns or opposition we
noted, specifically related to EM and t hen vi sual
i npacts, which are really the nbost common coments t hat
we receive across the country on transm ssion
devel opnent.

And all of those were addressed, you know,
live with the information that we provided. W had
comprehensive, all of our visual simulations avail able on
bi g boards so fol ks could wal k through. W had our
engi neering di agram conparing the existing line to the
new line, all of that available |live to answer questions
about those -- about those comments.

And then taking that information, for
i nstance, the Wndm || Ridge fol ks provi ded additional
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i nformati on and requested sone adjustnents, which we

wor ked to reach agreenment on with them And continued to
be open to receiving feedback, work with | andowners and
community nmenbers to try to mnimze and mtigate
potential inpacts and continue to answer questi ons,
frankly, and they continued to cone in, | think there
were four or five attendees yesterday during the day, al
of which were here and asked questions about proximty of
the line to their hone, so our team was taking contact
information, creating maps and sending themoff live in

t he background here. And so we will continue to do that
until we reach construction, frankly.

We have al so received nunerous |letters of
support from stakehol ders in the project area through our
devel opnent. Sone of these are a few years old, sone of
t hese are new for this specific CEC anendnent hearing. |
will just highlight a few of these. So sone of the ones
that were a few years ol d but associated with the project
i nclude Arizona G&T Cooperatives -- thank you -- Gai
Giffin, Arizona State Representative D strict 19,
Senator David Gowan, Vicki Vivian, who is the Gty of
Benson City Manager, Peggy Judd, Cochi se County
Supervi sor District 3.

THE REPORTER: Coul d you sl ow down?

MR, PH LLIPS: Excuse ne, sorry. Peggy
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Judd, Cochi se County Supervisor District 3, TEP, and the
Cty of WIlcox mayor -- manager -- Gty nanager, excuse
nme.

BY M5, GRABEL:

Q Bef ore you nove on, M. Phillips, can you turn
to Exhibit SL-18, which is one of the late-filed exhibits
t hat shoul d be kind of | oose before you?

(MR, PHILLIPS) Yes, | have it.

Have you seen Exhibit SL-18 before?
(MR PHI LLIPS) Yes, | have.

What is Exhibit SL-18?

o > O »

A (MR PHLLIPS) It is additional letters of
support that we received follow ng the application that
we're submtting into evidence.

Q And who did we receive additional letters of
support fromsince filing?

A (MR PH LLIPS) W have a letter fromthe Gty of
Benson, the mayor, Joseph Conrad, fromthe Gty of
Benson, Fire Chief Ed Nled from Mescal J-6 Fire District,
Fire Chief Jim Tucker fromthe R ncon Valley Fire
District, Arizona State Rep Gail Giffin, Arizona State
Senat or David Gowan, and the Cty of WIIlcox Mayor, G eg
Hancock.

Q Thank you.

So you -- we received two letters of support
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from Representative Giffin and Senator Gowan; is that
ri ght?

A (MR PH LLIPS) That is correct.

Q Thank you. Pl ease conti nue.

A (MR PH LLIPS) Generally, these letters of
support highlight and m nimze environnental and
community inpacts, no additional cost to taxpayers for a
relatively significant increase in transm ssion,
community resilience and i nprovenents in the transm ssion
system and then econom c benefits and | ocal investnment.
And on -- on slide 198, we have sone exanples fromthe
late-filed in the application.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you for all that
information, and it | ooks |like you' ve done |ots and |ots
of outreach and open -- you know, be open to the public
and they share their concerns. But | want to note a
recurring concern that we hear fromthe public, that
whil e notice may neet statutory requirenents, nany
affected residents are still |earning about the projects
alittle late and they conplain about it. And that's not
just particular to your -- to your case or this
anmendnent, we hear it over and over again from other
cases. | don't know what we can do about that. Maybe
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it's just two or three people, but still it's a concern.

MR, PHI LLIPS: Yeah, thank you for that.
It's a chall enge, you know, for instance, the open
houses, we held six open house neetings with 10 to 12, 10
to 15 nenbers of our team avail able to answer questi ons,
w th mailings going out, newspaper postings, et cetera,
it's a challenge to engage communities. And | think one
thing we're seeing work really well is the social nedia
advertising was, fromny perspective, a huge success and
sonething that really we were very pleased with the
nunber of folks that identified this was the first
time -- alot of themoutside the nmailing corridor, but
folks identified this was a great way to get in touch
wth them

Additionally, this is part of the reason we
hel d a second round of neetings, so six nmeetings in
total, was just trying to give fol ks additional
opportunity to -- to attend. And, you know, | think
novi ng forward we just have to keep |ines of
communi cati on open, have our team avail able for in-person
nmeeti ngs, you know, we have fol ks on the ground al nost
every week. W have |ocal |and agents in Arizona neeting
with | andowners constantly, and it's just when fol ks can
reach out and we can get in touch and get in front of
them the nore the better.
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But it is a kind of ongoing chall enge, just
maki ng sure that we're getting the news out there. So |
t hink we have nade a really good effort here and there's
al ways areas for inprovenent, but we hope that the
mai | ers and everything got out to as many people as we
possi bl y coul d.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you. | did notice
that you engaged with the public that were here giving
testi nony, and that shows that, you know, you're willing
to work with people and try to neet their needs.

MR PHLLIPS: And definitely at | east one
of theml|l net at the public neeting, so | knew her
al ready and, you know, we've already had correspondence
so it's just a continuation of those rel ati onshi ps.

MEMBER MERCER  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| would like to, along the sane |ines of
what Menber Mercer shared, | think that you guys have
done a very good job with your public outreach. | think
that what | have heard in this particular hearing is that
the frustration that the honeowners have is that |ack of
communi cati on between 2011 and now and over which you had
very little control.

| synpathize with their frustration.
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know that | have not checked to see what the easenent

t hat goes across the corner of ny acre out here all ows
themto ultimately do. | don't think nost honeowners do.
And so | think that, you know, in sone other cases where
the applicant is the one who has not infornmed the public
until they are required to do so for the CEC process,
then I think that, you know, they -- the applicant in
that case is -- is cul pable there.

But | think that you guys have done a good
job and I woul d encourage you to continue to do that as
you progress in this process. Thank you.

MR. PATTERSON. Thank you, Menber Little.
And you raise a nunber of very good points. You know,
well, first of all you can never do enough outreach,
think fromour perspective, and we feel |ike we've done
what we could. W, you know, it's not an excuse, but an
expl anation to your point, you know, one of the
chal l enging things for us has been navigating different
jurisdictions that we had to -- or not jurisdictions, but
just different entities and WAPA had its own process and
until really it was clear that we were going to go down a
pat h where really Southline would construct and own part
of the line, that was really the only -- at that point
that WAPA was really confortable with us going directly
out to the | andowners, because until that tinme period
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it's really, you know, WAPA' s |ine, WAPA's ownershi p,
and, you know, if they weren't certain that we were going
to go down this path they weren't, you know, we didn't
really have the ability to do that. So were caught kind
of in between.

Agai n, not an excuse, and we conpletely
synpathi ze with the | andowners as, you know, as well who
have rai sed these concerns. And fully intend to, you

know, continue the outreach and engagenment all the way

t hrough construction, as M. Phillips nentioned. And
so, | don't know, |saac, do you have anything to add to
t hat ?

MR PHLLIPS: | think you covered it well.

And | think Doug, M. Patterson, also did a good job of
ki nd of sunmmarizing the work that was done in the kind of
i ntervening years and | eading up to the NEPA side, and |
think a | ot of good work and comments were solicited from
the comunity, but as the nenber nentioned, we can al ways
do better and always attenpt to enhance communi cation
wth the community. So | think that's the conti nui ng
goal .

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill?

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

| do think you've been in a difficult spot.
| think you've done the best that you ve had with the
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tinmeline that you had -- have had. | al so think that
you've done a really good job of nmintaining contact with
a lot of comunity |leaders, so that -- and | think we

don't always tal k about that in this hearing, because we

tend to talk -- focus on the public piece. But | just
want to say, you know, the -- | think it was two or three
years ago the Gty of WIllcox staff -- | was at a League

of CGties Conference, you know, ny day job is at the

Nat ure Conservancy, everyone thinks | do biodiversity
stuff, but | do energy stuff, so -- but they were com ng
up to ne tal king about all the work that they were doing,
the grants that they were pursuing at the tine, the grant
they got, all of that stuff, know ng that you guys were
still trying to work with some of the communities and
stay in contact with the comunity | eaders, so that when
you needed to do the public outreach, you already had a
little bit of a support system | think was strategi c and
t hought f ul .

And so | just want to conplinent you on you
couldn't take full ownership of the project, right,
because of the conplications with WAPA. But you were
present and participating and contributing in ways that |
don't think everyone sees. So | appreciate that.

MR. PATTERSON. Thank you very nuch

MS. GRABEL: Should we continue, M. Chair?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ckay. Before we nove on to the |legal conpliance
itens, which I think is next, M. Phillips, you provided
a nice segue to this question when you tal ked about the
efficacy of our social nedia outreach, and one thing we
have not yet put in the record is the social nedia
outreach that we did with respect to the Notice of
Hearing. So | don't know if you or M. Agner have
updat ed social nedia netrics as to who received or
however you quantify social media netrics the Notice of
Heari ng outreach?

A (MR. AGNER) Yes.

So, as Ms. Grabel just nentioned, the netrics
for the Notice of Hearing social nedia advertisenent are
not in the record yet, but for the commttee's benefit,
as of the Friday before the start of this hearing, that
soci al nedia advertisenent has had approxinmately 262, 000
vi ews, has reached approxi mately 31,831 accounts, and has
had approxi mately 4,349 engagenents with that post,
including it 4,156 clicks to the link associated with
t hat social nedia advertisenent.

Q That's pretty incredible.

Is there anything further this panel would |ike
to say before we nove on to | egal conpliance or any
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further questions? Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do have one question, and
that is, I'mwondering if Southline were not doing this
construction, if it was originally planned, WAPA was
doi ng t he upgrade, what contact with the public would
WAPA have been required to do? Wuld they have just been
all owed to go out and start digging up poles and planting
pol es and taki ng down |ines without any further contact
with the public?

MR PATTERSON: Menber Little, | don't know
what they're required to do. M understandi ng of WAPA's
processes, though, is that they woul d have comruni cati on,
| can't tell you exactly what, but | know fromtal king to
t hem on ot her projects that, you know, their process is
to, when they know their timng of what they're going to
do to send out notifications to | andowners and affected
entities, but | can't give you the specifics of what they
do or what they're required to do, but they definitely
have some notification procedures that I'mfamliar wth.

CHWN STAFFORD: | s that outside the NEPA

process?
MR, PATTERSON: | think it -- 1 think it
is. But -- M. Chairman, | probably, | don't know t he
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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answer to that.

MR PHLLIPS: | do think it's safe to say
that their requirenents are significantly less than --
the requirenents are significantly I ess than the scope of
engagenent that was conpleted for this process with the
mai lings within one mle, additional notifications to
jurisdictions, nultiple public hearings -- or public
nmeeti ngs and now the public hearing as well.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's ny -- was ny
t hought. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

l'mgoing to offer two bits here. Wstern
has plans -- they have a Hoover Damrel ated plant and a
Par ker Davis system and the third one, | forgot the nane
of it, goes up to the four substations in Las Vegas, but
t hey have that annual plan and they have an environnent al
section, and they do work -- environnental work, et
cetera, based upon the plan they put together annually.

It's not quite as thorough or it's
definitely not as thorough as a federal NEPA-type
situation, but they do do sonme work environnentally,
based on in this case would the Parker-Davis plant.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. GRABEL: Shall we continue?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, | believe we have a
few exhibits left to cover

MS. GRABEL: That is correct. So rather
t han goi ng through the | egal conpliance slides, just in
the interest of tinme, | thought | would run through the
remai nder of the exhibits that we have, beginning wth
SL-12, which is -- consists of SL-12 part A through C,
and these are Southline Transm ssion's Ten-Year Pl ans
fromthe years 2023 t hrough 2025. W do have pl ans
dating back to 2015, but we started with the nost recent
ones just in the interest of saving trees.

If you will then turn to Exhibit SL-13,
these are various exhibits regarding the Notice of
Hearing requirenments. SL-13A is the actual Notice of
Hearing. SL-13B is the proof of publication in the Daily
Territorial, which is a newspaper of general circulation
in Pima County, where we published on Novenber 25th and
28th, within 10 days after the application was fil ed.

SL-13C is a proof of publication in the
Heral d Review, which is a newspaper of general
circulation in Cochise County. W published there on
Novenber 30th and Decenber 7th, which is nore than
30 days prior to the hearing in this matter. SL-13Dis a
proof of publication in the Arizona Business Gazette,
anot her newspaper of general circulation in the area,
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where we published on Decenber 6t h.

SL-13E is a proof of publication in the
Arizona Bilingual, where we published -- it's a nonthly
publ i cation, we published in their Decenber version on
the 1st. That was done as a courtesy, given the
bi i ngual nature of the residents in this area. SL-13F
Is proof that copies of the application were delivered
for public viewing in various |ocations discussed with
the Chairman in the prefiling conference, including
libraries in WIIlcox, Benson, and Pina County, as well as
the Arizona Corporation Conm ssion and on the project
websi te.

SL-13G is the map of the Notice of Hearing
sign |locations that we discussed with the Chairman in the
prefiling conference. SL-13H are pictures confirmng
that the Notice of Hearing signs were posted in the
| ocati ons described on the map, as required by the
Chai rman' s procedural order

SL-131 is an illustration of the contents
of the Notice of Hearing signs. And SL-13J is proof that
Southline mailed the Notice of Hearing to the affected
jurisdictions, which, as you may recall, are Pinma County,
Cochi se County, the Gty of Benson, the City of Tucson,
and the Arizona State Land Depart nent.

Moving on to SL-14, that is the receipt of
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the filing fee that was paid to the Arizona Corporation
Commi ssion in the anount of $2,500, which is the
statutory amount required for a transmssion line of this
l ength. And we already did SL-15, which brings us to
SL-16, which is the proposed form of CEC

CHWN STAFFORD: And the one we didn't talk
about is SL-10, that was the route tour itinerary that we
did not elect to take. Do you want to offer that or
withdraw it?

MS. GRABEL: At your discretion,

M. Chairman. | didn't think we needed to offer it since
we didn't take the tour, but if you want it in the
record, we can put it there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, because that way we
can | ook back and, oh, that's another reason why they
didn't do a tour

M5. GRABEL: That's right.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Well, with
that, Hearing Exhibits SL-1 through SL-18 are adm tted.

(Exhibits SL-1 through SL-18 were admtted

into evidence.)

MS. GRABEL: Thank you. And | guess at
this point 1'd just like to turn it to panel nunber three
for any conclusory remarks they mght |ike to make, if
that's all right.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Certainly. And if there's
any additional questions by nenbers.

MR PATTERSON: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Sone concl usory -- conclusionary renmarKks.
Hopefully our team s been able to provide you with a
conmpr ehensi ve revi ew of the Apache to Vail segnent of the
Sout hli ne project, giving an overview of the technical,
engi neering, |and use, environnental, and other aspects.

We've tried to convey the inportance of our
goal of the reason of why we're pursuing upgrading
exi sting lines in general to mnimze the inpacts and the
specific WAPA |ine and why we're upgrading that.

We tal ked -- we hopefully hit on the
current situation of WAPA's easenent and how it really
pr edat es ot her devel opnent that has grown up around it.
And hopefully we were able to give you a good
under st andi ng of the 15-plus years of public engagenent
and enphasize to you that we are commtted to continuing
that type of engagement and coordi nati on, you know,
through the life of the project and into its service.

The inpacts of this project were
conprehensively studied in a full Environnmental | npact
Statenment and it has been before the public and the
commttee three tines, as facts have changed and needed
anmendnents. And, you know, hopefully you' ve seen the
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| evel of diligence that we've brought to really treating
this anmendnent, you know, frankly as if it's a brand-new
CEC in our m nds.

You know, fifth, the alternatives really to
upgradi ng the WAPA |ine, actually there were alternatives
t hat had been consi dered, but they were determned to
either increase inpacts or to shift inpacts on others,
which is really why upgrading the WAPA line is the | east
way -- |east inpact path forward.

And, finally, that Arizona really stands to
benefit frompotential increase of up to ten tines
capacity if we are able to upgrade this line with
relatively mniml inpacts.

And just, in conclusion, a few points, the
CEC upgrade Apache to Vail route really would aid the
state and the Southwest region in neeting the need for an
adequat e, econom cal, and reliable supply of electric
power .

Second, that the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade
route aids the state in preserving a safe and reliable
electric transm ssion system

Third, the conditions placed on the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route in this CEC, as anended,
effectively mnimzed the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade
route's inpact on the environnent and ecol ogy of the
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state.

Fourth, the conditions placed on the CEC
Apache to Vail upgrade route in the CEC resolve matters
concerni ng bal ancing the need for the project with the
CEC route's inpact on the environnment and ecol ogy of the
state, arising to the -- arising during the course of the
proceedi ngs and, as such, serve as findings and
concl usi ons.

Fifth, the CEC Apache to Vail upgrade route
is in the public interest because the project's
contribution to neeting the need for an adequate,
econom cal, and reliable supply of electric power
out wei ghs the mnim zed i npact of the CEC Apache to Vaill
upgrade route on the environnent and ecol ogy of the
st ate.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wuld you like to give a
closing or was that it?

MS. GRABEL: | think I'll waive ny closing,
per M. Patterson's renarks.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

All right. | guess that brings us nowto
t he Recommended Opi nion and Order Certificate. | think
this tinme since this is a different situation than we
normally find ourselves in, | think what | propose to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 173 VOLUME Il  01/13/2026 353

do -- and | think we should probably take a short break
before we cone back and start addressing the Certificate.
Heari ng Exhibit SL-16 is the proposed order making the

changes to the CEC -- ny thought is that we woul d just

vote the entire order -- well, nove it and then nake sone
changes to it, because | know there's, |like, a couple of
t ypos.

| think there are some things we kind of
need to tal k about, but I think the way it's laid out, |
had to look at it a couple of tines, but I think nowit's
pretty clear what the changes are, because in the
Decision that sent it to us, the Conmm ssion nmade three
changes, which are already in here. | think I'd like to
call those out in the redline version, so it's clear what
changes were nmade, and then there's the additional
changes that we're going to vote on today, to nake -- to
anmend the CEC to include this section.

So any thoughts, comments before we take a
brief recess?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's take a
10- m nut e recess.

(Recessed from2:08 p.m until 2:28 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record. | think we're now ready to consider --
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we'll be starting with Hearing Exhibit SL-16, which is

the Proposed Order and CEC fromthe applicant.

W'l be starting with that instead of
typically the Chairman's 1. In this case the Chairman's
1 wll be the Word docunent that we end up with at the

end of the day. And so if nenbers would get to their
Exhi bit 16, there's a nunber of conponents, the first is
t he Recommended Order from the Conmm ssion, the vote, and
it describes the changes that we're making to the CEC

And then the second part is the clean copy
of what the Certificate | ooks |ike now, after having been
anmended previously and again today. And there's actually
two anendnents being incorporated into this, there's the
changes that the Conmm ssion nmade when they issued
Decision -- | have it here -- 81551, there was five
changes requested by the applicant, that order granted
three, but it didn't provide an anmendnent to the CEC, and
so they' ve been incorporated into the clean and the
redline version, which is the last section is the redline
ver si on.

VWait, no, it's not. Then there's the new
Exhi bit D which has the maps of this portion of the |line.
So there's the order, there's the clean version of the
CEC, there's the redlined CEC, and then there's the new
Exhibit D, which is the nmaps.
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And so ny proposal is that we just nove
this entire exhibit and then go t hrough and nmake changes
toit to reflect sone things to nake it nore clear. And
then ny intention of how we can file this is that we can
have -- because, like, the original order has Exhibits A
Band C, A and C are maps, B is the agreenent with Gane
and Fish. Now when they had originally did it, that had
yet to be execut ed.

Has t hat been executed | guess is ny
question to the applicant?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, it has.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | guess in order to nove this
forward, I'Il nove your notion

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit SL-16 to adopt the
Recomrended Opi ni on and Order and anended Certificate?

MEMBER HI LL: Correct. So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Was that second from Menber

Mer cer ?
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right.
MEMBER HI LL: Now we can di scuss?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, so --
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER HI LL: | have a question, that's
all.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill?

MEMBER HI LL: So the docunent that's on the
screen is the one that starts on page 34 in SL-16 on the
tablets, is that correct, it's the redline version
t hat --

CHWN STAFFORD: No, we're working -- we're
starting at the very begi nning, page 1.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. So |I guess that was ny
question. Are we actually going to go through the Order
| anguage fromthe Conm ssion or are we just going to
focus on the Certificate of Environnental conpliance --
or Conpatibility for review?

CHWN STAFFORD: W' re just going to go
t hr ough the whol e t hing.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: So I'm | ooking at -- sone
of this stuff I don't think we need to vote on. | think,
for exanple, |like, on page 4, the hearing dates, | think

the notion at the end to allow ne correct errors and fil
in the vote count and that sort of thing will cover it,
and renovi ng Menbers Constock and Fontes fromthe |ist of
menbers that participated in the hearing.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | also noticed that the
digits in 77980 or 890, whichever is the correct way of
doing it, are reversed.

CHWN STAFFORD: \Were? \WWat page?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, off and on. Here and
t here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiich --

MEMBER LI TTLE: On all the pages. | would
just suggest that we allow you to go through and make
sure that it's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: What are you -- |'m not
sure what you're talking about. | mssed that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It is the Decision Nunber
77 -- is it 980 or 890 is the --

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, there's four
decisions total. The first one that granted the CEC is
79 -- no, 75978. And then there was a Decision 77755
that remanded it back to the commttee that we
don't -- that one's not really relevant to this. The
next one is 77890, which is the Order anmendi ng the
Certificate from January of 2021. And then there is the
81551 from Novenber of 2000 -- of 2025 that nade
several -- three changes and sent it to us.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair?
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CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: It's the 77980 or 77890 that
is inconsistent in the docunent, and so | think that's
what we're trying to say is that you need to review the
not ati ons around that Decision, because here |I'm | ooking
at it and it's 77980.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, | see your point.
There it is.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

M5. GRABEL: And that error, as |I'm/|l ooking
through it is in several locations. | think that's right
once, so our apol ogi es.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think that counts as a
scrivener's error that we don't need to go through the
docunent. | just need to nake sure when | finalize it |
change it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That was ny whol e poi nt
that | was trying to say when | was nuted. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then on page 6, 1'I1I
need to fill in the vote count and then put the date when
it gets filed, which should be the date of the
Recommended Opi nion and Order. So those are all just
techni cal changes that | think are covered with the
nmotion at the end.

The next one is down at the footnote of
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page 7. Now, the Decision 77890, they didn't provide a
clean copy, it's the redlined version. But they -- the
redli ned version made revisions to the original
Certificate. But looking at this one, it appears to ne
that the redline -- the description in the Order of the
changes to the Certificate are based on the redline
attached to 77890; is that correct?

M5. GRABEL: | do not think that is
correct. W did provide a clean copy. It's the docunent
i medi ately follow ng the proposed Recommended Opi ni on
and Order.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right, but I'ml ooking at
page 7, it says, CEC- 173, as follows, and it goes to
page 3, lines 16 to 21.

M5. GRABEL: Right. So that page 3,
line 16 to 21 would refer to the clean version.

CHWN STAFFORD: The cl ean version of what?

MS. GRABEL: The cl ean version of the CEC
So that you' ve got the proposed Recomrended Opi ni on and
Order and followng that is the clean version of the CEC,
and following that is a redline that would incorporate
t he requests that we've made in this proceedi ng, and
SO --

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. That's ny confusion,
because the anendnents in that portion are referring to a
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docunent wth changes that are already made in it,

correct?

MS. GRABEL: Correct. So we put together a

cl ean version that attenpted to incorporate all of the

anmendnents that had been approved to the date of this

proceeding. So that included all of the changes that

wer e approved for the Vail to Tortolita proceedi ng and

all the changes that have been approved by the Conm ssion

already in our notion to anend prior to the renmand.

And so that is what is reflected in the

cl ean version. So then when you | ook

at, for exanple,

page 3, line 16 to 21, if you go to our clean version

there you' |l see the portion that we are attenpting to

amend with this ordering paragraph. Although it | ooks

like it should be 17 to 22, not 16 to

it's the sane docunent.

21. But that's --

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Hmm Yes, but if

you -- so the nunbers are all on it, but if you | ook at

the redline version attached to 77890,

t he page and |ine

nunbers line up. That's -- hence ny confusion. Because
if you go to page 3, lines 22 and 23, 22 is --
MS. GRABEL: | see what you're saying.
CHWN STAFFORD: -- over 370 mles, that's
why | thought you were making the change -- because this
IS -- this has the prior changes to it except for the
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ones nade by Deci sion 81551 and the commttee today.

MS. GRABEL: No, you're correct. You
actually are correct now that I'mlooking at it, although
that shouldn't be the way it is. Do you want nme to go
t hrough and nodify it quickly, take a 10-m nute break and
come back, or do you want to just refer to it against the
redline?

CHWN STAFFORD: | think the faster, easier
way is just to amend the footnote on page 7 of the
Recommended Opi ni on and Order saying that the reference
to line nunbers in the ordering paragraphs tie to the
redlined CEC attached to Deci sion Nunmber 77890, in the
f oot note, because that seens -- that's what it |ines up
Wi t h.

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

MR SABO So tied to the redline in --

MS. GRABEL: Just delete it.

M5. HLL: Order.

CHWN STAFFORD: We're on page 7 of the
order on Footnote 1.
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MR SABO.  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: So | think don't do it
redline for this one, because we're going to add redline
stuff to the redline version.

MR SABO Wiat -- what do you want it to
say?

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, okay. Let's see, |
can't see it. kay. Here we go.

MEMBER HILL: It's up there.

CHWN STAFFORD: | can see it. | would nove
that "tied to the redline” in to after, take that out, so
t he sentence would be "The references to |ine nunbers in
the ordering paragraphs tie to the redlined CEC attached
to Deci sion Nunber 77890."

MEMBER HI LL: That was ny anmendnent.

CHW STAFFORD: It's been noved and
seconded. Wait, we passed it, didn't we?

MEMBER HI LL: W passed it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now we just can see it on
the screen, okay, that's what | thought.

All right. Gay. Then | believe on the
next page 8, line 8, where it says the 136-mle, |
bel i eve that should be 193; is that correct,

Ms. G abel ?
MS. GRABEL: That is correct.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Can | get a notion?
MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?
(No response.)

CHW STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the anendnent

i s adopt ed.

All right. Are there any other needed
revisions to the Order portion? |I'mlooking to the
appl i cant.

MS. GRABEL: No, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. | think that
covers it.

All right. And then, let's see, noving on
to the clean version of the CEC, starting on, well, |
guess it's -- or is it a PDF? Page 13 of the PDF. O
the nunbered, since it's a prior one, you don't need to
worry about the -- these are the actual nenbers who heard
the case originally. But |I believe on page 3, line 19,
because there's a double-circuit 230-kV, and then a
doubl e-circuit 230/ 345-kV, dependi ng on where al ong the
entire route because you have -- it's the Vail to --
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M5. GRABEL: Vail to Tortolita --

CHWN STAFFCORD: -- Tortolita.

M5. GRABEL: -- is a double-circuit 230-kV.

Wuld it be easier to nake these changes,

t hough, in the redlined because the redline will already
refl ect the changes that are being made at this
pr oceedi ng?

CHWN STAFFORD: That's a good idea. W can
just go -- we mght as well just go -- we can skip past
this and go to the redline and then incorporate the
changes that we nake to the redline into the cl ean
version so that's clean. Excellent. So that wll take
us to page 3 of the redline.

MEMBER HI LL: And page 34 for those of us
who are working off of a tablet.

CHWN STAFFORD: Are you sure it's 347

VMEMBER HI LL: 35, sorry.

CHWN STAFFORD:.  36.

MEMBER HI LL: How do you nmke the pages
show up?

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, here it is.

MEMBER HI LL: Onh, okay. Page 35.

CHW STAFFORD:  35. Page 3 of the redlined
Certificate, |looking to |ine 18.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, are you | ooking
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for a notion for each individual edit or do you want ne
to do it by the paragraph?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | don't think we need
to -- because we have the -- these are the edits that
show in this redline are the ones that are being changed
according to either our decision today or Decision Nunber
81551. For exanple, the addition of the 345-kV, because
the 230/ 345-kV that's the section today. And then
there's the double-circuit 230-kV, which is the one
Tortolita to Vail.

M5. GRABEL: Vail to Tortolita, correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So how woul d -- do you want
to -- have you got a suggestion to add --

MS. GRABEL: Yes, | think because we
describe the Vail to Tortolita section separately from
t he Apache to Vail section later in this CEC, we can just
say the 121 mles of two existing WAPA 115-k
| ine segnments to double-circuit 230-kV and 230- kV/ 345- kV
| i ne segnents.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So that woul d
say, starting at |line 16, nunber 2, "The upgrade of
approximately 121 mles of two existing Western Area
Power Adm ni stration 115-kV |ine segnents, two
doubl e-circuit 230-kV, and 230-kV/ 345-kV |line segnents
| ocated in Cochise, Pima and Pinal counties."
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Can | get a notion?

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the anendnent
passes.

All right. So we leave it -- okay. And
then, |like, they have to add the cities of Tucson and
Benson, because they're inpacted by this segnent, but not
t he other segnents. And then we have -- that's it for
this page. On the next page, line 6, the 136 at the end
shoul d be 193.

Is there anything el se on this page that
needs to be corrected? |'mlooking to you, Meghan.

MS. GRABEL: Pardon ne?

CHWN STAFFORD: Anything el se on this page
t hat needs to get changed?

V5. CGRABEL: Not that | know of, no.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
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CHVWN STAFFORD: The next page has the
redlines that are nade due to the issues before the
commttee today. It references Exhibit D, which is the
five pages of maps at the end of Exhibit SL-16.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then on page 7 it
references the Exhibit D again. And anot her conform ng
change | would nake is to bold every tine it refers to
Exhibit A, B, C, or D, because it's easier to find the
ref er ences.

Ckay. And then on page 9, that's
from-- that change is partially fromthe commttee and
partially fromthe nunber two request, because to change
this section to 345, that was what the Conm ssion al ready
approved before they sent it to the conmmttee.

MS. GRABEL: That was true for the
newbuild route, M. Chairman. W -- this commttee is
aut hori zing the change to 345 within the CEC --

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: -- for this section of the
upgr ade, Apache to Vail section.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So they changed --
it was the newbuild route from New Mexico to Vail, or
no, to Apache?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And the rest of
these are just adding "Benson" until we get to page 14.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair?

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER HILL: | just -- this says sonething
alittle bit different than | renenber fromtestinony, so
on page 9, we understood who woul d own and operate the
circuits, but there was a di scussion about not being
cl ear about the structures, but this here says
specifically that the ownership of the structures
supporting the circuits will be shared. 1Is that -- do
you want that |anguage in there? Is it relevant? O is
that sonething that's still being negoti ated?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, the | ast sentence,
you' re tal ki ng about ?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

M5. GRABEL: That is what was reflected in
our application, and it wasn't intended to be hard stone,
what was necessarily going to be shared, but we're
confortable with deleting it. | think that's a good
cal | .

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that your notion?

MEMBER HI LL:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: To delete the | ast sentence
on page 9 of the redline?
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MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCRD: Hearing none, that
anmendnent is adopt ed.

Ckay. Back to page 14.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Now that we've anended
that, do we have to receive the anended piece?

CHWN STAFFORD: We've noved the entire
exhi bit as our Recomrended Opinion and Order, the clean
version of the CEC, and the redline version of the CEC
and Exhi bit D.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: And so once -- SO now we're
just going to nake individual anmendnents and then at the
end we'll nove themall as anended and then do a rol
call vote on that.

Ckay. Mowving to page 14, line 17, the
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public or private in parentheses, that was a change
aut hori zed by the Conm ssion in Decision 81551, correct?

MS. GRABEL: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. 1'll just show
it in redline right here.

MEMBER HILL: One nore tine. |'m having
trouble foll ow ng al ong, page what?

CHWN STAFFORD: Page 14 of the redline,
line 17, the very first words are "private or public" in
par ent heses.

MEMBER HI LL: G eat.

CHWN STAFFORD: And ny ot her thought was
that the first line is "Applicant shall pursue reasonabl e
efforts to work with private | andowners on whose property
the CEC route or right-of-way will be |ocated to mtigate
t he i npacts."

Do you want to just renove the "private"

t here, because | renenber there was a di scussi on about
that at the Conm ssion when they nade the change.

MS. GRABEL: So the way when | went back
and read the transcript of the original proceedings is
the intent of 14 was to protect the rights of private
| andowners, which is why we left that word there intact.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: But then the solution to
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accommodat e private | andowners was to enabl e us to change
the route on private or public |lands, and that's why we
addressed it on line 17.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: But if you want to renove

"private,” | don't have a problemw th that.
CHWN STAFFORD: That's fine. 1'IIl |eave
it. I'mfine leaving it. | just -- for the -- where it

shows here it needs to be, it should just be added and
not stricken for the redline.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So accept the del etion.

Ch, | think you accepted sonething else. The cursor was
in a different spot, | think. Just right click onit.
There you go. Accept deletion. Bingo. There we go.

Al right. Now, for this one, and then --
we' ve al ready made this anendnent, correct?

MEMBER HI LL:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So this shows
the redline that that's added because of the Conmm ssion's
decision. And then I think we get to page 17, Condition
27. It says 20 years instead of 10 years like in the
original. And that was a change that the Conm ssion
aut hori zed in the Decision 81551, so we can -- can | get
a notion to nake that as a redline change?
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MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the anendnent
i s adopt ed.

And then we strike 31 and renunber. |
think that's all | have other than grammati cal and t hen,
of course, naking sure that the -- all the redline
ver si ons show up and t he changes show up in the clean
copy, which I think they already do. The only thing is
we need to make the changes or the typos, |like the wong
nunbers, the nunbers for the decisions, nake sure they're
the right ones.

MS GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then so we -- we've
already -- this is Exhibit Dis the new naps.

VEMBER HI LL: Do we need to | ook at those?

CHW STAFFORD: By all neans. | don't
think we need to -- | think they cover the widths of the
rights-of-way. | nean, they're pretty constrai ned
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because it's all the WAPA ri ght-of-way. But ny
under st andi ng where it's wder than the actual WAPA
right-of-way, it's you probably wouldn't be constructing
the line outside of the WAPA right-of-way, but if you're

close to the edge, you need that additional width to --

for sway.

MS. GRABEL: Correct. That's true, isn't
it? Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. All right. So |
t hi nk now when they put this together to file, | think we
should have -- it will be the Recommended Opi ni on and

Order, the clean copy of the CEC with all the changes to
date. And then | think the order m ght be better to have
Exhibit A Exhibit B, Exhibit C and Exhibit D
sequentially after the Certificate, so you can --

M5. GRABEL: All in one place.

CHWN STAFFORD: All in one place and then
have the redline at the end in case people want to go
| ook and see what specifically was changed.

MS. GRABEL: That nmkes sense to ne. And
one thing that our teamis considering doing is revising
map 5 to the proposed Exhibit D to kind of close that gap
that Menber Little noted when we were tal ki ng about the
corridor nmaps, you know, there was that box and then the
gap. | don't know that our teamfeels very strongly
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about it, but we can nodify it and send you a revised
ver si on when we put the whol e packet together.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what specific change --
' m | ooking at page 5 of 5 of Exhibit D

MS. GRABEL: Page 5, correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wat woul d the proposed
change be?

MR BECK: It's on the screen.

M5. GRABEL: It would be to add a corridor
that would allow us -- part of that is within Vail to
Tortolita, as | understand it.

M. Agner, do you want to discuss?

MR. AGNER Yeah, that's why | cane over

here is to just provide a little bit of context to it.
So, as Menber Little noted during her discussion with us,
there is a slight gap between that blue box and where the
TEP Vail to Tortolita CEC corridor ends. And so what we
would |i ke to propose to do to address what Menber Little
saw to close that gap is we would extend the 800-foot box
to be alittle bit Ionger along the north to south

segnment to be able to connect the CEC corridor fromthe

Vail to Tortolita anendnent to this -- to that blue box.
CHWN STAFFORD: | think -- can | get a
notion to anmend page 5 of Exhibit Dto make that -- to

reflect that change?
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MEMBER HI LL: Sure. So noved.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

MEMBER HILL: | just wanted to nmake sure
Menber Little got a chance to weigh in on whether or not
t hat satisfied her needs.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: This map and -- this map |
think is fine, it doesn't -- at |east the version |I'm
| ooking at on the exhibits, it doesn't |look like there's
a gap there. It was only obvious when we were | ooking at
the real close-in area. What do others think about this?
| don't see a gap here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Were was the map that
showed t he gap?

M5. GRABEL: It was Exhibit A-1 to the
application. Honestly, I'"'mconfortable with this as it
is and | believe M. Phillips is as well, so | don't know
t hat we need the revision.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think it's fine.

MEMBER HILL: | wthdraw ny noti on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Excel |l ent.

All right. WlIl, with that, can | get a
notion to adopt the Recommended Opi nion and Order and
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1 Certificate and exhibits --

2 MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

3 CHWN STAFFORD: -- as anended?

4 MEMBER HI LL: Yes, so noved.

5 MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

6 CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

7 (No response.)

8 CHW STAFFORD: We'll do a roll call vote.
9 Menmber Kryder?

10 MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.

11 CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer?

12 MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.

13 CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Hi I ?

14 MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

15 CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Drago?

16 MEMBER DRAGO  Aye.

17 CHWN STAFFORD: Menber French?

18 MEMBER FRENCH: Aye.

19 CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little?

20 MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnan, may | nmake a

21 short statenent?

22 CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease.
23 MEMBER LI TTLE: | would just like to say
24 that |, in reading the original CEC, there are two

25 conditions in that CEC that require the applicant to work
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closely with honeowners, |andowners in siting the final
design of exactly where the line is. |In addition, | have
becone convi nced over the period of this hearing that the
applicant intends to do that anyway. And | would like to
t hank the applicant for being patient with ny frustration
in this whole process. This has been very different than
anything we've dealt with before. And | appreciate their
under st andi ng.

And with that, | vote aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant?

MEMBER FANT: Yes. May | make a short
statenment, M. Chair?

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease.

MEMBER FANT: | just want to thank the
applicants for the presentation and also for commtting
capital to help build the infrastructure here in the
state of Arizona.

| vote aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Di G cci 0?

MEMBER Di CI CCI O Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | vote aye.

By a vote of 9 ayes and O nays, Certificate
173 i s anmended agai n.

Can | get a notion to finalize the
Recommended Opinion and Order, Certificate, and exhibits,
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to correct scrivener's errors, nunbers of deci sions,

grammti cal ?

passes.

MEMBER FANT: So noved.

MEMBER KRYDER  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the notion

Al'l right. Thank you very nuch. This is

378

the third tinme this commttee has heard this Certificate,

hopefully third time is the charm

MS. GRABEL: Thank you all for your tine.

| really appreciate it. The whol e team does.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you very nuch

Wth that, we are adjourned.

(The hearing concluded at 3:03 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
ations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA 7-206
)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, this
day of January, 2026.

oblig
(J)(1
16t h

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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